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Information on the University of Essex Students’ Union
The University of Essex Colchester Campus is located 4 miles east of Colchester Town Centre. We also have campuses in Loughton and Southend.  When the University of Essex received its Royal Charter in l965 the Students' Union was formed as an independent body run by the students to represent their interests.   The Students' Union is democratically organised with an elected Executive Committee consisting of 5 full-time paid Sabbatical Officers elected on an annual basis – their titles are President, Vice-President Education, Vice-President Welfare & Community, Vice-President Services & Communication and Vice-President Sports & Societies.  We also have 7 part-time unpaid Non-Sabbatical Officers. The Student Officers set out their operational plans and campaigns for the year ahead when they take up their posts in July each year.

The Vision of our Students’ Union is ‘Positively Affecting the Life of Every Student’ and our aim is to support and enhance the educational, social, cultural and recreational activities, and opportunities of the student body, and also to provide a channel of communication for students with the University, NUS and other bodies.   Our Values are:

· Student focussed

· Democratic

· Student led

· Environmentally aware

· Accessible

· Representative of diversity

· Highest standards

To manage the Students' Union professionally, the Executive Committee employ a total workforce of over 350 people, which includes approximately 300 student staff in part-time roles.   All staff, including student staff, are employed through a line-management structure, which is ultimately responsible to the Chief Executive who is the Senior Staff member of the Union.   The Chief Executive in turn is responsible to the Executive Committee, through the President.  
The Students' Union facilities, mainly located off Square 3, include the Venues - SU Bar, Top Bar, Level 2 and Sub-Zero (Nightclub); Retail Outlets including the Campus Shop, Go-Go-Global, Bakery, Post Office/Union Shop; The SU Advice Centre; and a number of administrative and finance offices which assist in the running of the commercial and non-commercial activities.  The Students' Union also funds a large number of sporting, recreational, social, cultural and volunteering activities which boasts a large membership.   We have a £4m turnover with income from commercial services and a block grant from the University.
The Students' Union Executive and Staff are proud to be the only Students’ Union who are recognised as an Investors in People Gold employer, a national award which assesses commitment to good business practice and the provision of training and development opportunities for all staff, including student staff.   We are also one of the first Students’ Union’s in the UK to be awarded the Students’ Union Evaluation Initiative (SUEI), which is a national quality benchmark for recognising best practice in this sector.   
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