
                  SOCIETY AWARDS

SOCIETY STANDARD AWARD 2010/11

NOMINATION FORM
(To be returned electronically to the Sports and Societies office by 5pm Monday 21st March)
ALL INFORMATION IN RED IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE DETAILS WE REQUIRE FOR THE FORM. PLEASE MAKE SURE IT IS ALL DELETED BEFORE YOUR SUBMIT THE APPLICATION.
Society 		The Irish Cultural Society		No. of Members in Society 50 Members
NOTE: It is important that societies give supporting evidence where possible (e.g. newspaper cuttings, pages from your web site, etc.). Please feel free to submit a separate portfolio of events or use additional sheets.
(PLEASE BE CONCISE WITH YOUR ANSWERS, USE BULLET POINTS TO HIGHLIGHT POINTS AND DO NOT WRITE MORE THAN 200 WORDS PER SECTION)
The Society Standard Awards were set up to give annual recognition to the high standards of commitment, opportunities and benefits that societies give to their membership. It shows which societies are better for students and also shows the University or external companies which the best societies at the Students’ Union are.
Events Held
Please give a brief description of each event held throughout the year. These can include Workshops, Lectures, General Meetings, Socials, Dinners, Trips, Parties and Sporting Activities. 
	Details of Event
Date, Time, Venue. Just add a regular event once, with appropriate info.
	Description of Event 
Give a brief description of the Event, why it was run, how successful it was, and any information you find useful for us to know.
	Attendance
Give a member/ non-member breakdown.

	3 November 09 – Level 2 @ 10pm-3am.
	We hosted a Unite in Level 2 and Mondo providing Irish food, discounted Guinness and Irish Music all night.
	30/300

	9 December 09 – LTB @ 7pm
	An Irish historian did a lecture on the History of Ireland and Northern Ireland, the problems between the countries and the way forward. 
	30/24

	12 Feburary 10 – London, all day.
	We arranged a trip to the Ireland vs England Rugby game on Feb 27th at Twickenham. Ireland won 20-16! 
	14/1

	17 March 10 – Film @ 5pm in LTB, evening entertainment in SubZero
	St Patricks’ Day – We had a film showing of the history of St Patrick and then went out on campus for the Paddy’s Day Celebrations. Those who attended the screening, got into SubZero for a discount rate.
	35/3

	10th May 10 – LTB 5pm.
	Planned AGM for the new committee to be selected.
	20+ ?

	20th May 10 – Evening in O’Neills, Colchester
	Planning an end of the year party at O’Neills in Colchester, with cheap food and discounted drinks!
	30+ ?

	
	
	



Events Aimed at Non-Members
Please give a brief description of each event throughout the year that actively sought to engage with external membership; for example an awareness event, a fundraising event, or performance.
	Details of Event
Date, Time, Venue. Just add a regular event once, with appropriate info.
	Description of Event 
Give a brief description of the Event, how you engaged the wider community and non-members and the impact this has had on your society.
	Attendance
Give a member/ non-member breakdown.

	9 December 09 – LTB @ 7pm
	The Irish Historian brought in a larger external crowd as it was beneficial for History and Politics students and lecturers. 
	30/24

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Large Attendance Event
Please give a brief description of an event that hosted a large amount of your own membership. We are looking for an event that had a high percentage of your members attend. This cannot include a General Meeting.
	Details of Event
Date, Time, Venue. Just add a regular event once, with appropriate info.
	Description of Event 
Give a brief description of the Event, how you managed to gain such a high membership
	Attendance
Current Membership: Attending Members 

	17 March 10 – Film @ 5pm in LTB, evening entertainment in SubZero
	Film Screening and party in SubZero had our largest attendance from members. We did a deal with the SU to get cheaper entry for our members.
	35/50 ( 70% )



Financial Incentives
Please provide evidence explaining the financial benefits a member gains due to membership purchase. This may include discounts at shops, companies, trips, events, clothing etc.
They were given a £2 discount on the Unite night in November. Our members all have a discount card for O’Neills in town, where they can get 10% off drink and food, giving them massive amounts of savings throughout the year. All our events are free to attend. We charge £3 for membership.
Communication 
Please provide evidence showing how you gave all members the ability to see all information about the society. This may be covered via stalls in the squares, newsletters, websites, general meetings, facebook group etc.
We send out a monthly newsletter giving dates for the diary, reviews of last month’s events, and any information from news regarding Ireland and Northern Ireland. There is also a small section of Gaelic translations, just for fun!
Volunteering
Please provide information about the volunteering opportunities that have been offered for all members throughout the year. All members must be given the opportunity to get involved in these projects. These projects must include working in the community or working in schools.
	Details of Project
Date, Time, Venue. Just add a regular event once, with appropriate info.
	Description of Project 
Give a brief description of the Project, how it began, who is Project leader and the day to day activity.
	Attendance
Number of members that were involved. 

	January 20th 2010, St Andrews School, 9am
	The school asked us to go and help in a Geography and History class that were studying Ireland.
	5

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Society Finance
Please give an account of your current finances to show how much is invested by the Students’ Union, compared to how much is raised through fundraisers, sponsorship, grants and membership.
We don’t use any funds from the Student’s Union as we have very little costs. Hosting the Unite was the most expensive, but we covered that in door takings. Our membership brings in around £150 and this covers our activities. We also ran a fundraiser in the Squares.

Charity and Fundraising
Please give a brief description of the fundraising events that you ran through the year and how much was raised. These events can be self fundraisers for your own Society or for Charities.
	Details of Fundraiser
Date, Time, Venue. Just add a regular event once, with appropriate info.
	Description of Fundraiser 
Give a brief description of the Fundraiser, why it was done and how many people got involved in it.
	Money Raised
How much was raised in total? 

	Irish Food Sale – 15th March 2010
	With Paddy’s Day around the corner, we bought some Irish foods to sell to students, including home made cakes, soups, stews, and items that only be bought from Ireland.
	£143.21

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Committee
Please give evidence as to the amount of regular committee meetings you have had throughout your year and evidence of minutes of these meetings.
We meet every month and send out minutes along with out monthly newsletter so all members know exactly what is happening in the Society. We also hold open meetings, for students to come along to and discuss any issues they have. 
Benefits to All
In your own words, please describe how you think you make a difference to the Students’ Union, the University, the campus community and the local community. (200 words max)
I believe the Irish Cultural Society is a real benefit to the University as it provides all students an insight into a different Culture that co-exists on campus. We have helped on several nights that have been well received and have certainly put money into the Students’ Union over the year! :D We have also improved the image of students by helping at St Andrews and working closely with O’Neills.

Presidents’ Agreement
This account is true to the best of my knowledge and I have not lied or deceived the truth to gain recognition. 

Name of Society: 	Irish Cultural Society
Name of President:	Phil Macken
Date:			12 April 2010


Feel free to add additional information, photographs etc to this file for reference and then email vpsportsandsocs@essex.ac.uk with your final application form by Friday May 14th2010.
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