UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX SPORTS AWARDS 2006
THE VOLUNTEERING IN SPORT AWARD NOMINATION FORM
(To be returned by e-mail by Friday put date here)

This award is to acknowledge the person who has made the most exceptional contribution to sports volunteering outside of a university setting.  This typically will cover an individual who has not only participated in volunteering projects over his or her time at university but has also organised them.
NOMINEE​​​ David Savage_________________________________________________________
STAFF/REG NO______ ______  SF NO___ ____  YEAR 3rd Year_______  DEPT Government_____
MAIN SPORT/S Cricket Club______________________________________________
1. PARTICIPATION IN VOLUNTEER PROJECTS 

PROJECT:  Cricket Club Project_____________________
  DATES: February 2005 - April 2006 # OF HOURS:  25+ Hours so far…   


CONTRIBUTION:  
I participated in every school that took part in the project and ran the final day itself. This involved coaching the children in a range of different activities introducing them to batting, bowling and fielding, as well as managing a side on the day and allowing the kids to get as involved as possible.
PROJECT:  Nacro Project___________________________  DATES: 12th March 2006  # OF HOURS: 7 Hours   


CONTRIBUTION:.  

I (at the time of writing as yet have not, but will have by the time the panel sits) will be heavily involved in the overall running of the day with Tim Day in my capacity as V-team Sports and Societies officer. I will also be helping my club in the coaching of the participants in the arts of bowling, batting and fielding, before helping to run a mini-game on the astro-turf. 
So far I have been involved in the organisation of the event through being present at several meetings with the other participating clubs presidents and have been assisting Tim Day in the collection of information from those clubs ahead of the day itself.
2. PROJECT MANAGEMENT
e.g. Volunteer projects that you have created, set up, and organised.
PROJECT:  Cricket Club Project______________________
  DATES: October 2004 – April 2006 # OF HOURS: At least 30+ maybe 40?? I haven’t kept track!!   

CONTRIBUTION: 

Over the last year and a half the development, continuation, improvement and sustainability of this project has been my proudest contribution to the Cricket Club. Back in October 2004 when I first approached Siobhan about the possibility of a project I had absolutely no idea about what student volunteering entailed. 

The project itself required a huge amount of time throughout the year to create and organise. Firstly it had to be sold to the club. I firmly believe that if you create a culture in volunteering then the community is more than willing to participate. You don’t create a project then sell it to a club; you first convince a club then create the project. It took several months of persuading to get our members round from a feeling of ‘why should we bother’ to genuine enthusiasm. Secondly I had to define the target group for the project, in my own mind this originally entailed sixth form students, to encourage them to come to Essex. We then decided to work with years 7 to 9 as we would best be able to improve the cricketing skills of that particular age group. Next I had to select three schools willing to take part in the project, which took literally hours of phone calls to teachers explaining the aims and reasons behind the project. 
Once three schools were finally arranged we slowly costed out the project realising it would come close to £350 to run from start to finish. Dates had to be set, volunteers co-ordinated and also the Sports Hall booked for the indoor tournament. To drum-up support within the schools themselves I had to visit them all and talk in assemblies about who we were, what we were doing, and asking them to take part. Aside from having to stand-up in front of large groups of children this often meant being on the other side of Colchester at 8.15am on days when I had early lectures and work due in. On the day’s themselves I was constantly worrying about taxis, how we would handle the kids and that my volunteers were where they had to be.
The tournament was an all day event running for 8 hours with a lot of kids and parents involved. We provided a buffet and ran and organised the day entire alone. Siobhan and John Bragaglia both attended to award medals and certificates to the various competitors.

A mark of the success of the project was our own volunteers themselves then getting involved in the v-teams activities on a wider scale, the kids asking us to run the session again and two of the schools returning to take part in the project again this year with great enthusiasm.

In reference to this year’s project, it is currently underway. As mentioned two of the schools are the same, but I decided to involve a different school (Thomas Lord Audley) to vary it slightly. The scale and aims are the same, however more kids are participating in the schools; further evidence of the projects success. I thought it unwise to expand the project for no reason when we still had mistakes to iron out. So far the reaction from teachers has been fantastic. As with both projects they expressed their delight as Cricket is slowly dying in secondary education and we give the opportunity for the kids to actually try the sports out. This is not just true in Cricket but all sorts of more specialist sports, such as Hockey.

This years project has been easier to organise but a huge amount of time and effort have still gone into making it happen. Hopefully the tournament will be as big a success as it was last year and that next year’s Cricket Club committee can take over and further develop the project.  
3.         OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS MADE

During my time at the University of Essex I have seen the participation of Sports Clubs in community volunteering projects rocket. Whilst this may seem arrogant I fully believe that my own actions have been instrumental in this change in attitude towards sports volunteering.
In 2004 the Cricket Club set its aim to win ‘Club of the Year’ the following summer. I highlighted volunteering as a sector we could easily access in an attempt to gain wider recognition. At the time no sports clubs ran their own volunteer projects and it was also the first year that NACRO had been involved with the University – there was literally no volunteering going on through clubs themselves. It was our idea to start a project involving local schools. We would go into the schools of a month period, teach the kids the basics of cricket, and then finally bring them back onto campus to participate in a tournament. Due to the resulting success I quickly became part of the new v-team students committee at the end of the academic year with sports as my remit. After crickets resulting success in attaining the ‘Club of the Year’ trophy I was elected to the Sports Federation Exec and at new officers training told the assembled officials that from now on the bar had been raised and that sports volunteering was an absolute essential if a club wish to follow in our footsteps. It is still my strong belief that it is a vital service clubs must provide to their members and the community if they wish to be seriously considered for the top awards by the Sports Federation. The cricket project was also nationally recognised by Student Volunteering England who awarded me the gold award for my role in its organisation and implementation.
Thankfully this has had a hugely positive effect on sports clubs. In 2005-06 we have seen approximately 20% of sports clubs become involved in community work be it through NACRO, local schools or community action groups. Yet we cannot stop there. As part of my role throughout this year I have supported Tim in helping to promote volunteering to the Sports Federation and encourage those who show an interest. I have written a guide to setting up community projects which can be found on the Union website. This is based on our own (the cricket clubs) experiences in what we have done, and details those points we consider it essential to consider, such as organisation, budgeting etc. It also includes a FAQ section all in an attempt to make sports volunteering more accessible to those currently not involved in the process.
However, despite this, having talked to clubs their main concern is how to approach the local community and having the time to establish a project. As VP Sports and Socs elect I was put in office with the promise of providing a Sports Federation project of its own, a sports volunteering weekend. I will work to organise and bring the local community here so that those clubs who want to get involved feel more able to do so. The initial stages of this project are being currently worked upon; however I cannot provide solid evidence for the panel at the time being. However, recently I attended a volunteering conference in Coventry where I discussed these issues with the Student Volunteering England trustees. I received their full backing and support in the project and will be allowing us to use their logos etc to give the project further professionalism and credibility. This project will hopefully be sponsored to help boost the funding available to clubs wishing to get involved, and also will further raise the levels of participation and enthusiasm towards volunteering at Essex. We must find ways to innovate and improve upon our current ‘volunteering culture’.

So, whilst I don’t claim to be the sole reason for the increased levels of volunteering with the Sports Federation itself, I do not think it unfair to claim a leading role in the success we have enjoyed, and I don’t intend to stop pushing the agenda at the end of the year. Volunteering is an essential outlet for students on campus to add something practical to their time here.   

Note - Having completed the individual sections of the form please e-mail this to the V-Team for completion and submission.  Applications made directly from applicants themselves will not be accepted.  All applications must then be compiled by the V-Team in electronic form and forwarded as one e-mail to put e-mail here with “Volunteering Award nominations” as the subject heading.  No paper or hard copies will be accepted.
FOR REFERENCES’ USE ONLY (TREATED IN CONFIDENCE)

4.      V-TEAM REFERENCE  
         (comments must be confidential)

(INSERT INFORMATION HERE – PLEASE FEEL FREE TO USE MORE SPACE)

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Dave has been very involved with the V-Team through sitting on the committee as Societies & Sports Officer and has used his position on the Sports Federation exec. to promote volunteering to sports clubs at the University. He also spoke at the Clubs and Societies officials training day, where again he promoted the benefits of volunteering. 

Dave ran the cricket club schools project last year (for which the club received a commendation from Sport Colchester) and earned a Student Volunteering England Gold Award for his efforts and dedication to the project.  He contacted the schools and addressed the pupils in school assemblies in order to generate interest in the project.  Schools are very busy with the curriculum and for Dave to have generated support and interest from three schools in the area is a fantastic achievement.  Dave also organised the tournament, organising food and refreshments and the awards for the overall winners and the outstanding performers of the day.   

This year Dave is repeating the cricket club project in the local schools, culminating in another tournament on campus.  It is testament to the success of the project that the schools have once again been so keen to get involved with the project.  

Dave has also organised the cricket club’s participation in the NACRO V-Project, whereby volunteers from the club will coach cricket to 40 youths over the course of the day.

Dave really does believe in increasing participation in volunteering across all sports clubs, and also generating greater interest within societies. He is constantly working to achieve this goal, and his efforts are proving a great success. Well done Dave, and thank you for all your hard work!
I acknowledge to the best of my knowledge that this is a true and accurate representation of the applicant’s achievements.    

SIGNED​​​​​​​​​​​​:_Tim Day______________  TITLE:  _Assistant Community Volunteer Coordinator____________________________
Note – Applications should where relevant be supported by a project supervisor reference.  Applicants should provide his/her project supervisor with reference forms either by e-mail or hard copy.  Once completed any references should either be placed in a sealed envelope and handed into Sports Centre Reception or e-mailed to put e-mail here.
FOR SAG USE ONLY

This application is to be submitted to the Sports Federation who will verify the details, and who will forward the application to the Sports Advisory Group for approval whose decision is FINAL.

AWARDED/NOT AWARDED            Signed___________________________     Date____________



  Chairman of Sports Advisory Group

FORMS HANDED IN AFTER 5PM ON FRIDAY put date here WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.
