UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX SPORTS AWARDS

TEAM OF THE YEAR AWARD 2006
NOMINATION FORM

(To be returned via email to vpsportsandsocs@essex.ac.uk by Friday March 9th)

Hard Copies will NOT be accepted.

SPORT / TEAM:  8-ball pool 1st team



AIM:
This award shall be presented to an individual team or team within a club that has achieved an outstanding result or range of results during the year. In addition factors such as the team showing a high level of dedication and organisation will also be taken into account.
CRITERIA:
Sporting Achievement, commitment and organisation.

NOTE : Please confine your response to the spaces provided below and certainly no more than 300 words per section. You may submit additional information (e.g. newspaper cuttings, pages from your web site, results tables etc.) to support your application if you so wish.
1. PERFORMANCE OF THE TEAM  (Please give details of ALL events entered, including the level of competition, number of entrants, complete list of results etc….) 
On February 24-26th, Essex 1st 8-ball pool team took part in the third annual British Universities 8-ball pool championships run by UPC (Universities Pool Council) and recognised by BUSA for the first time in its history.

 All the best Pool playing institutions from Britain entered including teams from famous Universities like Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, Warwick, Bristol and York. Interest was so big that a qualifying event had to be held two weeks prior to the event itself. 12 teams made it through qualifying to make up the 24 teams that took part in the competition.
In the group stages, Essex 1st beat a good Plymouth side 6-1. In the next game, Essex were surprised by an unsuspecting Aberystwyth team who went 4-1 up, however the resilience that Essex are renowned for came in and we went on to win 6-4. The final game against Edge Hill was won 6-2 and Essex went through top of their group.
In the Quarter finals, Essex played a Bristol side that had knocked out the defending champions. We won this match 6-2 to progress to the Semi’s where we played a very confident Ulster Coleraine team that had knocked out tournament favourites Nottingham. Ulster went 3-0 up and many had written Essex off but the team defied the odds by staging the greatest comeback in the club’s history to win the match 6-4 and make it to the final.

In the final played on a single table in front of about 80 spectators, Essex triumphed over Cardiff 6-3 to win the title and become the best University pool team in Britain, collecting BUSA gold medals and a grand trophy that we will keep until next year.

The results have not been published yet but attached are winning photographs, tournament information and fixture lists.

2. STRUCTURE & COMMITMENT – Please give an idea of the schedules of training, the coaching provided, the levels of commitment required by team members etc..
The pool club holds two 3-hour sessions a week where Pool Club members can play for free. These sessions are regularly attended by all 1st team players.
Further to that the Pool Club began hosting weekly tournaments (we used to hold them fortnightly), the majority of which are 8-ball pool competitions. This means that our team players get regular match practice in a competitive environment where they battle it out for prize money. 1st team players have shown great commitment to these tournaments and it is rare that one of the 1st team players doesn’t win these events. 
The 1st team players also show strong commitment to 8-ball pool outside of the University. Many of the players take part in the leagues run by local pool centre – Mr. Pools. The standard of pool playing at Mr. Pools is incredibly high with many of the participants playing pool at a county and even national level. Participation in these very competitive leagues has without doubt vastly improved the standard of the 1st team players and has prepared them for the type of pressure that they play under in national University events.
3. INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS – if players performances in the team have led to selection at a regional or national level please give details
The performance of 1st team player Carl Caney at the national competition that we won has led to him being selected to represent English Universities in the British Universities Home nation’s tournament that will take place in April. The Home nations is an event run by the UPC where players are selected to represent their Uni’s at a national level based on their performances in the 8-ball pool championships. The event will take place in Swansea where teams from English, Scottish, Welsh and Northern Irish Uni’s battle it out for supremacy.
Carl Caney was selected based on his performances in the group stages of the team event where he won 6 out of 6 frames and also for his great performance in the singles event where he beat five players (including the number three seed) to make it to the semi-finals where he lost in a close game 5-3 to the eventual winner. He won a BUSA bronze medal for this performance.

Both Carl Caney and 1st team Captain Chris Moorman have played 8-ball pool at a county level for Essex.

4. PUBLICITY – What publicity has your team achieved? Newspaper cuttings or other supporting evidence can be submitted as an appendix.
Although our victory has only occurred recently we have planned to greatly publicise this brilliant win. I have written a lengthy article for the University newspaper The Rabbit which is attached and will be published shortly.
We are also trying to get in touch with local newspapers in order to get more recognition for the University. There are further plans to publicise our victory next term via use of all media.

The company REFLEX who produced our teams shirts our very proud of the 1st team and have congratulated us many times on our victory as have many members of the Sports Federation executive committee.
5. IMPROVEMENT – What improvements do you feel your team has made compared to last year ?
Our performance in the UPC British universities 8-ball pool championships last year was disappointing. The previous year Essex 1st team had reached the final where we were defeated by Queen’s University Belfast but we earnt the status of best team in mainland Britain and were awarded with Club of the Year 2003-04. 

We expected to build on this great achievement by winning the 2005 8-ball event but we lost to the eventual winners Durham 8-4 in the Quarter finals. In 2006, we learnt from last year’s mistakes to win the competition.

This improvement can be attributed to 1st team players getting more competitive match practice by attending pool sessions regularly, entering the weekly competitions and playing a very high standard of pool externally at Mr. Pool’s. As a result, the 1st team entered the 2006 event with a lot more experience under pressure and with the standard of pool playing greatly improved. 

The team spirit that was lacking last year had come back. This is due to the 1st team players spending a lot of time with each other socially and by playing pool with each other on a regular basis. Also, the captaincy of Chris Moorman this year was far superior to that of last years 1st team captain. This enabled us to come back from last years disappointing performance to win an event where the overall standard of pool playing had significantly improved from the previous year.  
6. ANY OTHER INFORMATION CONSIDERED RELEVANT: (Please continue on an extra sheet if necessary but no more than one side of A4)
It is important to remember that after the previous year’s performance Essex 1sts were not expected to do well. Although we were seeded number three we had lost arguably our best player as well as two other 1st team players all of which had graduated.
In the lead up to the event, most were tipping teams like Nottingham, York, Warwick, Ulster and Durham to win the event without even mentioning Essex. We surprised everyone there by beating all other competition to win the silver ware.
7. SUMMARY – Please summarise why you feel your team deserves the team of the Year Award 
Winning this year’s 8-ball pool championships means that the University of Essex 8-ball pool 1st team are officially the Best University team in all of Britain. We are also BUSA champions. This is an exceptional achievement not just for the Pool Club but for the University of Essex. This University is now able to boast a sporting team that are British Universities champions and BUSA champions, it has been a while since we were able to make such a claim.

Four of the six 1st team players are final year students who have been dedicated Pool Club members for three years. Their hard work and commitment to Pool has finally paid off and they have won the title that they always dreamed of winning and it is a very proud moment in the lives of all the players and for that they deserve such an acknowledgement.   

It is also a reward for the Pool Club who has worked very hard since its formation five years ago to ensure that we are able to represent the University at a national level. 

The performance of this year’s 1st team will help to improve the ever-growing sporting status of the University of Essex. It also means that we have earnt valuable BUSA points so that we can move up the BUSA rankings. For helping the University to do this, the 1st team comprised of Chris Moorman, Carl Caney, Mark Reed, Philip Tuck, Ben Harrison and Chris Morris deserve to be named the team of the year.
Signed:  Hamish Macdonald Fraser
 
Submission Date: 17/03/2006
Position: Pool Club President
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS WILL BE FRIDAY 9th March
