Minutes of a meeting of a Union Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 10th November 2009 in 4.722
1. in Attendance

Ibby Mehmet, Phil Macken, Edison Peng Yan, Lisa Hiscock, Saad Mohammed, George Papaioannou, Sachit Nandwani, Mahammad Qurashi, Beatrice Blois, Mark Bergfeld, Laurence Hall, Nibras Hadi, Paul Freeman, Ashley Rudge, Daisy Blench, Nathan Street, Robert Wayman, Nathan Bolton, Dan Swain, Danny McCamlie, Kate Douglas, Shiva Ameli, Emma Milne, Kishor Krishnamoorthi, Zeynep Koc, Maggie Silva , Sam Potter, Sophie Parr, Pranav Sawhney, Dominic Hall, Karla Sada, Mike Lewis, Hannah Clarke – Stamp, Sam Walkiden, Prabhjit Bains, Mo Metcalf – Fisher, Bogdan Carmaciu, Savin Koc, Nathan Street, Aysha Aslam, Waleed Rahmati, Sophie Parr, Eeshan Chaturvedi

Apologies 

Jevanni Letford, Cihan Zaimoglu 

Absent without apologies 
Danny Nicklen, Leron Norbet, Lewis Illman 
2. Announcements

George said that Wednesday 18th November 6.30pm Dr John Neil will be guest speaker at event.  Also there will be a call for action in London 5th December 

Sachit said that the International Students Association elections were not well attend but asked that those who showed interested be co-opted with Council agreement.  This was agreed.

Beatrice asked Council to agree that members be co-opted onto Charity and Fundraising committee.  This was agreed 

Mark Bergfeld stated there was a demonstration at Embankment tomorrow and urged everyone to attend.  A letter should be written to NUS for the short notice of this event.

Saad explained that the rep training was held with record numbers and the handbook for reps was newly created and distributed to all reps.

Robert Wayman that there was an upcoming LGBT night with Father Kieran from Hollyoaks will be in attendance and invited all Councillors. 

Ibby congratulated all those who were successful in the recent Autumn elections and welcome the new members to Council 

Danny McCamlie said that Ibby lied but was not sure what about
3. Minutes of previous meeting

Approved by the meeting 
4. Matters arising

Phil Macken said there were changes to the proposal of the new hall as it will be split into three instead of one.

Mark said that 35 students went to BBC for the demonstration against Nick Griffin
5. Elections

a. Deputy Chair of Council 

Maggie Silva 

Prabhjit Bains – elected 

b. Arts Advisory Group 

Phil Macken 

Michael Lewis – elected 

c. Equality and Diversity Committee
Robert Wayman 

Munira Mohammed – elected 
6. Motions
a) Postal workers

Nathan Bolton spoke in favour of this motion 

All speeches were taken formally so moved to contributions from the floor 

Ashley Rudge called for procedural motion that it be taken to parts.  Vote taken to hear the case for the procedural motion, which passed 

Ashley spoke on removing Resolves 4 from the motion 

Nathan Bolton spoke against the motion 

Vote taken and the procedural motion failed

Vote taken on main motion and passed

b) 10:10 

Sophie Parr spoke in favour of the motion 

All speeches were taken formally so moved to contributions from the floor

Vote taken – clearly passed 

c) First Bus comes Last 

Maggie spoke in favour of the motion 

All speeches were taken formally so moved to contributions from the floor 

Mark Bergfeld requested to make an amendment to the motion – 

Resolves 5 added – “To campaign for better disabled students’ access” 

Resolves 4 delete and add – “To support industrial action taken by bus workers against First Bus”

Amendments passed 

Maggie called for procedural motion G that the motion moved to another specified meeting which would be the General Meeting 

Vote taken whether or not to hear the procedural motion, which failed 

Vote taken for main motion – clearly passed 

7. Exec Reports and Questions
Robert Wayman asked about the lost of service provision to education in light of the redundancies

Ibby said was still raw for those involved and something will be said soon about the situation.  This was not the forum for this discussion as Union Council does not discuss any staffing or operational issues 
Hannah Clarke – Stamp asked what are the plans of the executive with regards to Loughton and Southend 

Ibby said that they would be visiting soon both campuses 
Dan Swain asked why was it not the forum? 

Lisa Hiscock explained that the Trustees had to make a very serious decision as the state of the Union was serious and they are financially liable as Trustees.

Pranav Sawhney asked why the turnout was so low and who is responsible? 

Ibby said he is responsible and will push harder for the next meeting
Kishor said that minibus drivers were still an issue for clubs and societies then asked how is this being addressed?

Phil Macken explained what the problem was as drivers were choosing to take teams who paid more for their service.  He is looking into ways to improve the situation 
Robert Wayman asked Lisa about the dodgeball contest and how it went? 

Lisa Hiscock said 70 people turned out which was great and about 30 went to SU bar after the event.  Monday will be a race night to raise money for Shelter 
Dominic Hall also questioned the poor turnout at the General Meeting and remembers receiving a rushed email by Phill Macken and asked what will happen next time? 

Ibby said last year there was a big push in promoting GMs and Essex Jets will be involved this time around.  

Saad has been very cunning with the use of Essex Apprentice to promote GMs

Pranav said that trying to book a minibus was a real issue and wondered what needs to be done? 

Phil Macken said there shouldn’t be an issue for sports clubs and will look into this issue.
Pranav suggested that the Autumn election s should be a week or two later as it will giving students time to settle and be more involved in the process 

Micheal Lewis spoke passionately about Loughton (East 15) and how they do actually exist and are part of this union and should be included more in all events.
8. Date and Time of next meeting

Tuesday 26th January 7pm 

