Minutes of a meeting of a Union Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 20th October 2009 in 4.722
1. in Attendance

Ibby Mehmet, Phil Macken, Edison Peng Yan, Lisa Hiscock, Saad Mohammed, George Papaioannou, Sachit Nandwani, Mahammad Qurashi, Adam Wright, , Paul Freeman, Ashley Rudge, Daisy Blench, Nathan Street, Robert Wayman, Danny McCamlie, Becki Hunt, Kate Douglas, Shiva Ameli, Emma Milne, Kishor Krishnamoorthi, Zeynep Koc, Danny Nicklen

Apologies 

Beatrice Blois, Sam Walkiden, Karla Sada, Prahbjit Bains, Jevanni Letford

Absent without apologies 
Lewis Illman, Nadia Saoudi, Leron Norbet, Alisha Etheridge, Pranav Sawhney
2. Election of Chair of Union Council 2009/10
One candidate:
Kate Douglas
Candidate made brief speech 

A vote was taken and Kate Douglas was duly elected.

Council thanked Tommy Wong for his work with council for the past year
3. Announcements

It was announced that there would be no steering committee elections as the function could be done by elections committee.
The motion on affiliation to UAF was now being proposed by the executive committee.

George stated the no waste graduation raised £410.22 which will be split between St Helena Hospice and Colchester Rape crisis centre.

On the 5th December there was a demonstration in London entitled “stop climate chaos”. Councillors were urged to attend.

Ibby mentioned the Black history month events have resulted in the BME members of council being absent as they have a show case tonight

Saad announced that the book fair took in 1100 books and sold 659 raising £6700 which would be redistributed to students. There will be another on 12 November.

The coach leaving for the anti BNP rally at the BBC would be leaving at 3pm on Thursday and there was a stop the war rally on Saturday
4. Minutes of previous meeting

Approved by the meeting

5. Matters arising

None

6. Elections

a. Elections Committee

5 places available 

Edison Peng Yan – Elected

Lisa Hiscock – Elected

Phil Macken – Elected

Saad Gul Mohammed- Elected

Danny McCamlie- Elected

7. Motions
a) Unite against fascism.

Passed

8. Sports Federation Executive Committee

Passed
9. Exec Reports and Questions
Rob Wayman asked Edison how many students have the iphone at the university and was all the work and expense worth it. 

Edison replied was that 5% have the iphone and the uptake will increase as the year goes on. The app was paid for by the university.

Daisy asked if Lisa could investigate the recent fire alarm in Lab A where a student in a wheelchair could not get out of the building. 

Lisa replied that it was a real issue this year and she was working with the university disability office to sort many issues. She said she would add this incident to the list.

Nathan asked Edison why the price of coke had gone up 40p this year. 

Edison relied that coke on tap in the bars had gone up 20p as a manufacturer increase and to cover for an eventual VAT increase early in 2010.

Shiva asked Edison if 5% of iphone users is not too low and could the app be used on other types of phone. 

Edison said that the apps are not available on other systems in the same way.

Danny McCamlie asked if building works around the university and particularly the sports centre were going to cause disruption to sports training in the activity hall. 

Phil replied that the activity hall will be elongated and split into 3 compartments with a removable partition. The short term disruption will be worth the better use of the area for different groups.

Ashley asked why when VAT was reduced did we not reduce prices but we have built in some price increase for the eventual increase in VAT. 

Edison said that every year prices increase and we always act during the summer rather than during the year.

Robert asked about the Clingoe hill campaign and what was going on. 

Lisa replied that the crossing on Clingoe hill will be complete next year and temporary solutions are difficult to produce without great cost.

Daisy asked why plastic “glasses” were used in top bar when the washing machine was not working and was this flying in the face of our environmental policy. 

Edison replied that the machine was repaired as soon as possible and the union stuck as it best it could to its environmental policy.

Mark asked why the executive had not sent anyone to NUS zone conferences. 

Ibby replied that the zone conferences are different from the main NUS conference and only looked at how policy was formulated. We will be attending NUS conference as normal.

Zeynep asked if the flirt fetish type events should be held in an organisation like ours with bunny auctions etc which are offensive to women. 

Lisa replied that the union attempted to strike a balance between liberation and suppression and that the cheerleaders used the auction to fundraise for many years. The fetish night was fairly tame but Lisa would welcome views from the women’s committee on these issues.

Executive minutes 
The executive were asked why so many members had apologised for lack of attendance at executive. The reply was that circumstances during that week had meant that many people were simply unavailable and that the executive will try to ensure future meetings were better attended. 

When questioned about top bar being in the minutes of the executive meeting, Ibby stated that discussions were ongoing with the university at their request and nothing was moving forward at any pace. Ibby said he would keep councillors involved in any discussions.

It was reported that discussions were ongoing about the 24 hour library facility and would form a motion in the referendum.

Ibby welcomed the new chief executive, Craig Stephens to the organisation and also encouraged participation in elections and attendance to the general meeting.
10. Date and Time of next meeting

Tuesday 10th November 7pm 

