Minutes of the Union Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday …1st December... 2009 in 4.722

1. in Attendance

Kate Douglas, Ibby Mehmet, Saad Mohammed, Lisa Hiscock, Phil Macken, Nibras Hadi, George Papaioannou, Beatrice Blois, Sachit Nandwani, Mark Bergfeld, Laurence Hall, Karla Sada, Mo Metcalf – Fisher, Bogdan Carmaciu, Nathan Bolton, Abduvali Davronov, Shaan Grewal, Dominic Hall, Espen Sjoberg, Harriet Shaw, Nathan Street, Sophia Joseph, Danny McCamilie, Dan Swain, Shiva Ameli, Emma Milne, Kishor Krishnamoorthi, Jevanni Letford, Robert Wayman, Zeynep Koc
Apologies 

Edison Peng, Natasha Malcolm-Brown, Waleed Rahmati, Aysha Aslam, Kirsty Burrows, Karan Sanghera, Sam Walkiden, Hannah Clarke – Stamp, Cihan Zaimoglu 
Absent without apologies 

Prahbjit Bains, Lewis Illman, Danny Nicklen, Leron Norbet, Savin Koc, Joe Poser, Dominique Azid, Eeshan Chaturvedi, Rodric Bowker, Daniel Lear, Pranav Sawhney, Paul Freeman

2. Announcements

Robert Wayman – World Aids Day was a great success with 110 people had blood tests, History of HIV, ribbons 

Ibrahim Mehmet – petition to be submitted to the VC about the increase in block grant it will available to be signed at the end of the meeting

Phil Macken – Society Guild meeting tomorrow at 5pm and Sports Fed GM next Tuesday 5pm 

George Papaioannou – Saturday coach £5 per ticket for wave demonstration in London 

Beatrice Blois – fund raising for Palestine – demo on 6/12/09

Mark Bergfeld – Climate talk in Copenhagen 3 members from the University going, presentation will be given afterwards. 

Kishor Krishnamoorthi – Beer fest in Top Bar on 12/12/09

3. Minutes of previous meeting

Ibrahim – about lying: “Danny McCamilie said that Ibby lied but was not sure what about” on page 3 last sentence in announcement. Also misspelling of Phil Macken’s name on page 5

Accepted 

4. Matters arising

Mark – bus workers from First should improve bus services and lobbying for a new service. Bus drivers strike for 7 days suggested motion for next time

George, Laurence Hall and Sachit Nandwani apologized for not including reports

5. Motions

There were no motions

6. Exec Reports and Questions

Danny McCamilie requested an oral report from those who did not submit them on time 

Kishor asked what activities and how we will be involved?

Mahmmad Qurashi answered Bulgarian society will be preparing an international night, Essex Apprentice very successful and will be followed and there is a surprise coming up. 

Kishor then asked what did you do?

Mahmmad Qurashi said he was facebook chatting (SU and Top Bar) and probably the success of the library referendum that gained over 1000 votes.
Mark said this is the place to start discussing but no motions prepared for today.

The Clerk replied that in case of an arising motion send it firstly to me.
Bogdan asked about what is going to happen with the library after the referendum has finished? He informed that he was approached by a 1st year students with this issue.

Ibrahim explained that the referendum was successful and that he talked to the Vice Chancellor. The results are now in progress but the Library should be open 24hours for the revising period starting after the Easter vacation.

Bogdan then asked about their problem surrounded the Eastern European students losing their scholarship in 2011 and expressed his concern about losing vulnerable students.

Ibrahim answered that he will look into the issue of funding bursaries.

Nibras Hadi stated Amnesty International Society would be holding the event next week not the Bulgarian society 

In addition to the issue with scholarship somebody mentioned that this was already a motion last year and suggested a follow up for next meeting.

Dominic Hall said “no” case text submitted and that this should be improved until next time. 

Ibrahim answered that the SU has no responsibility for this referendum campaign and suggested that without a promotion there would be even less votes.

Zeynep spoke about a fetish night at the beginning of the term that was not allowed and was changed until later date. People were concerned about dresses, which clashes with a freedom of choice. According to a facebook talks both sexes should be able to dress up. Cheerleaders compared this event to a red light district. 

Phil explained that the event needed to be separated with the playboy event and also that there were some concerns that arose regarding the image of the SU.   He suggested that facebook should not be used to run a discussion but agreed that the event may be offensive to some people. 

Female1 said: “sexism going under our nose” which was followed by applause.

There was another argument against cheerleaders from somebody

Emma Milne was concerned about the narrow image of the Women’s week in March. Rugby club is not enough; there is no real promotion what a woman could be.

Lisa Hiscock said that there was a race night that raised money for women charity. There supposed to be other events which involved some women speakers but one could not make it due to a sickness and the other cancelled it. She agreed that this will be improved for the next time 

Jevanni Letford asked when will the R&B society be reinstated and as it was suspended because of its logo

Phil explained that the society was not suspended because of the logo but due to financial bases. The logo was returned to be improved as there was another society with a woman in a sex pose and they were asked to change it too.

7. Committee minutes

Phil asked about “Sam and? Absent without apology” on page 22. Who is it?

Mark answer that they never found out who he was. Sam Potter contacted him and asked for an apology but he simply disappeared. 

George and Mark talked about Greek and some other society demonstration on Monday at 1730 regarding a murder of a 16 year old female and a male (at a different event) in a police brutality.  The demonstration will be supported by lighting up candles and banners which were already made last year. 

Kishor asked about a free education campaign.

Mark answer was that they are awaiting an answer but a demonstration is prepared and will be launched after X-mas. At the moment they are busy with the environmental campaign and want to involve more people. 

Ibrahim reminded about signing the campaign before everybody leave

Chair and Phil reminded about upcoming elections.

Votes:

For: vast majority

Against: 0

Abstain from: 2

8. Date and Time of next meeting

Tuesday 26th January 7pm 
