Minutes of the Union Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday 26th January 2010 in 4.722

1. in Attendance

Kate Douglas, Saad Mohammed, Lisa Hiscock, Phil Macken, Edison Peng Yan, Nibras Hadi, Beatrice Blois, Sachit Nandwani, Mark Bergfeld, Mahmmad Qurashi, Laurence Hall, Aysha Aslam, Sophie Parr, Nathan Street, Ashley Rudge, Jevanni Letford, Waleed Rahmati, Dan Swain, Sandra Saxton, Shiva Ameli, Emma Milne, Kishor Krishnamoorthi, Zeynep Koc, Robert Wayman, Paul Freeman, Dominic Hall, Karla Sada, Sam Walkiden, Prahbjit Bains, Danny Nicklen, Bogdan Carmaciu, Nathan Bolton, Charlotte Doman, Maggie Santos Silva

Apologies 

Cihan Zaimoglu, Pranav Sawhney, Espen Sjoberg, Abduvali Davronov, Shaan Grewal, Karan Sanghera, Natasha Eves, Natasha Malcolm – Brown, Kirsty Burrows, Ibby Mehmet, Mo Metcalf-Fisher

Absent without apologies 

Savin Koc, Lewis Illman, Leron Norbet, Andrew Millyard, Eeshan Chaturvedi, Dominique Azid, Joe Poser, Rodric Bowker, Daniel Lear
2. Announcements

Edison – International food fair on Thursday 1430 – 1730 on square 3.

Lisa – thanked Beatrice for raising money for Haiti

Saad – (1) The National Student Survey starting for 3rd year students (2) Essex Apprentice competition – our team has won because their marketing strategy was the best

Sachit – this week: (1) promote unity and diversity at University of Essex (2) two events – the international food fair and football cup on Thursday (3) from every ticket sold £1 goes to Haiti (4) holocaust memorial week – details are on Essex web side

Mahmmed – spoke about receiving £138.000 to pay of the debt. They got about 300 votes so far but require 1000

Beatrice – (1) thanked others for helping her with money collection for Haiti. To rise more money there will be bake sales, economic talk and overall raise of awareness in this matter (2) Olympics held by the Essex Jets on Saturday 1300-1400

Emma – talked about holocaust memorial day/week tomorrow. Academics will be reading names of victims at 1000-1400; survivors will hold talks about their experience and in the evening there will be a play Ashes to Ashes (one man act) in the theater followed by discussion.

Robert – (1) thanked those who helped to raise £160 for the National Trust (2) LGBT noted an increase in interest this year (3) introduced new members, who were approved by all.

Sophie Parr – this December took 70 students to London to wave demonstration against climate change – very successful event.

Saad – Ibby is ill. In emergency contact you reps.

3. Minutes of previous meeting

Approved by the vast majority 

4. Matters arising

Emma spoke in relation to the fetish night – the dress was not the concern but the principle of the meeting was.

5. Motions

a) Employability motion

Saad proposed this motion. As there were no other speeches moved to contributions from the floor.

Lisa called for addressing this problem to each department which need to look into this instead of putting a pressure on carrier centre. The whole University needs to act to make sure that there are enough opportunities for students.

Maggie, Dan and Shiva spoke against this motion. Emma requested an amendment but this was turned down by the clerk. It was agreed to move this to procedural motion as more information was needed on this.

Vote taken on procedural motion (G) and passed 

b) Feedback on Surveys motion

Saad spoke in favour of this motion. No other speeches, no contributors and no speakers against.

Vote taken – clearly passed by vast majority

c) Right to work

This motion was proposed Lawrence Hall

Second speech was held by Mark Bergfeld

Ashley and Maggie spoke against asking why is 70 people going and suggesting that this is more likely to be a trip to enjoy. Then we moved to contributions from the floor.

Emma proposed an amendment to change the SU Resolves to: “To give moral support and political backing to the students travelling on the coach to Manchester for the conference.”

Laurence argued that this is a good investment for the SU as it trains the people, who are going there.

Votes taken on the amendment and failed

Votes taken for main motion and passed

d) Stop the War

Mahmmad and Mark spoke for this motion. Maggie and Danny spoke against as the soldier was already released from prison. 

Mark asked for rephrasing the first bullet point of the SU Resolves to:”To support students travelling on the coach to demonstration on the 28 January...” as it was already agreed at the previous meeting. 

Moved to contributions from the floor and voted for the whole motion that clearly passed

e) Students` Union Unite Against Fascism & Love Music Hate Racism

Nibras spoke in favour of this motion. There were no other speeches so moved to contributions from the floor. 

Robert asked for more financial information being included before any motion is put forward next time. 

Maggie requested an amendment to the union resolves that reads “....£150 with the expectation of a report on the success of the conference to be submitted...” and scratch out whatever is in the bracket as it does not add up. 

Votes taken on the procedural amendment and failed

Votes taken for the whole motion and passed 

6. Exec Reports and Questions

Nathan asked why is Ibby`s report not included.

Phil replied that they don’t have any information why Ibby`s report is not included and explained that he is very ill.

Rob added that it is shame not to have all executive reports on time. 

Nibras apologised for not submitting his as he had too many assignments to do and assured everybody that it will not happen again.

Bogdan informed that he was approached by many students complaining about the work at North campus. That it takes them now longer to get to the lectures and that they are very dissatisfied. He addressed this question to Lisa.

Lisa suggested making it a motion for the next GM that will be held 31.2.2010 and start from there.

Maggie asked what TACMP (p.12) means.

Saad replied Tendering Colchester Minority Ethnic Partnership.

Kishor firstly asked where the rest of the money to purchase the wheelchair accessible mini bus come from. 

Phil explained that through Beatrice`s help with fund raising and sponsorships.

Kishor then pointed out that Mahmmad`s report does not say (again) what he has really done and that he should go out and talk to people instead of sitting in the lab and sending email or talking on Facebook.
Mahmmad argued that he went to talk to people and apologised for the lack of information in his report in regards how he spread the words about the food fair and football World cup.

Leonidis raised issue regarding the North Towers car parking. He informed that when it is muddy cars get stuck there. He (with Beatrice`s help) also suggested starting fund raising to get around £4000 to change 3 mini basses from using petrol to using gas as it saves 50% of cost per year. 

Edison answered that they have already raised the issue of the car parking and it is currently being dealt with.

Rob asked Beatrice why is the handover plan taking nearly 8 months and not much has been done. 

Beatrice founded his comment offensive and explained that she had some problems back home during the summer. But she has been meeting with Steve and Lisa and gathering some more information about charities and added that she is extremely busy with money rising. 

Maggie firstly asked how do we plan to increase the attendance for the next GM. Secondly, she asked why is university spending so much money on external projects instead of dealing with the university problems such as the lack of books available in the library or lack of accommodation for first year students. 

Mahmmad replied that they are working on people’s awareness of the GM with leaders of different societies and further plan to raise the attendance will be presented in the next executive report.

Sachit added that he is giving updates to postgraduate students via emails and with Edison they keep reminding other students about the GM. 

Mark suggested to introduce some really hardcore motions that would bring people to the GM.

Saad then replied to Maggie`s second question. He said that there are three streams (1) approaching students (2) students approaching them and (3) running surveys to get more information on what students need. He is aware of problems such as lack of feedback, books in library and accommodation and assured that he is on it but needs more time as everything takes longer.

Lisa supported Saad`s point and added that things don’t change overnight and some can’t be made quicker.

Emma addressed a question to Ibby (but he was not present) asking why when he was informed up front about the holocaust memorial week this week he allowed another “just Essex event” and others to be on the same day/week. She said that this may actually distract from the holocaust memorial week, which is a national event.

Sachit explained that they tried to deal with this issue of having so many events and that they tried not to clash the holocaust day/week with other events and so students would not get distracted by choosing other events. He said that he talked to the head of History department as well as others, which agreed to co-operate those events in one week instead of spreading them among two. 

Prabhjit informed Lisa about problems with a path, which gets really muddy and slippery and one of her friends has broken a leg there. She requested the university to act on this.

Lisa replied that she is aware of this problem but can currently only encourage people to walk around or use more suitable path. She suggested to find out whom the path belongs but thinks that it is council`s path and council would rather close it than to maintain it as it is too expensive. She agreed to investigate it further.

Ashley asked Ibby how is the campaign to get the money back that university going. 

Saad explained on behalf of Ibby that currently there was the petition which can be signed online and in various venues.  Also the Essex Jets will be doing tower runs as well.  It then will be taken to the University

Dominic asked about holding a meeting, if it was related to Copenhagen and where and when was it.

Mark explained that the awareness of climate change has increased a lot through the past events. He also said that this is a new global moment for climate justice and that he was contacted by BBC that wants to record on campus to find out what we are doing for environment and climate change at Essex.

Zeynep asked Lisa about a BBC article that she read last term about attempted rape case near the University. She suggested that everybody should be aware of this.

Lisa answered that she talked to police and they all agreed not to publicise it as it could cause chaos. It was a very isolated circumstance. She also added that she will write some tips in Rabbit and run a campaign for walking home save but not linking it to this incident.

Edward asked if it was possible to have every society or club representative or member to be presented at the GM. 
Mahmmad suggested to make the GM more accessible through meeting with a group of people that would then pass it on to others and this way make other members of clubs or societies more aware.

Phil added that it is really not possible to kick people out for not turning up at GM. He also explained that the most of the people are here in the room and they will surly come. 

7. Date and Time of next meeting

 16th February 2010

