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This Union notes:
 
1. The appalling loss of life, injuries and destruction caused by the Israeli government’s assault on Gaza. Over 1300 Palestinians were killed in the 21 days with which the assault on Gaza took place. 

2. The sale of more than £18.8 million worth of British arms to Israel in 2008, up from £7.5 million in 2007. 

 
This Union condemns:
 
1. The attack on Gaza. 
2. The total support for Israel by the US government. 
3. The siege of Gaza which threatens a humanitarian catastrophe through the denial of food, water, power and medical supplies by the Israeli government in breach of international law which outlaws collective punishment of a civilian population. 

 
This Union resolves:
 
1. To call for an immediate end lifting of the siege, and to support the broadly-based demonstrations demanding an end to the attacks and the lifting of the siege. 
2. To support the demonstrations at The University of Essex that took place on 16th January 2009, called by The Stop the War society and The Essex Palestine Solidarity Campaign 

3. To support the list of demands presented by the Campaign, which are as follows: 
 
I)                     The University of Essex should release a statement condemning the Israeli attack on Gaza which has killed over 1000 people in the last 2 and a half weeks. In a recent article, world renowned journalist John Pilger said, “Then there are the academics, the deans and teachers and researchers. Why are they silent as they watch a university bombed and hear the Association of University Teachers in Gaza plea for help?”[1] This shows the role we can play at a University in stopping conflict and providing support for those in war situations. 
 
II)                   The University of Essex must provide 5 full scholarships to students from Palestine, beginning the next academic year. At a University with such a diverse student body, Palestinian students are hugely unrepresented when compared with other groups.
 
III)                  The University of Essex administration should facilitate a 'fundraising day' where buckets will be in every lecture and seminar to collect money for the charity Medical Aid for Palestinians. [2]
 
IV)                The University of Essex should help to rebuild the University of Gaza, which was bombed 6 times on the 28th December 2008.[3] It should send any surplus books, computers or other resources as a way of helping the suffering students and staff in Gaza. 
 
V)                  The Vice-Chancellor, or nominated representative, should meet the signatories of this petition by 4.30pm on Friday 16th January 2009 to address these demands. 
 
 
VI)                Finally, any and every student involved in this campaign will not face victimisation or reprisals as a result of their work. Students have a right to protest and voice their opinions through peaceful means. A university should in fact encourage freedom of expression. 
 
4. To continue to campaign around these demands until an agreement has been reached between The University and The Campaign. 

5. To support the other occupations that have taken place around the country over the issue of Gaza. 

 


[1] http://www.johnpilger.com/page.asp?partid=519

[2] http://www.map-uk.org/

[3] http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/7802515.stm
