Minutes of the meeting held 21/04/09
In attendance:
Tommy Wong, Dominic Kavakeb, Yousuf Joondan, Zak Suffee, Abu Sayeed, Arnold Ma, Nibras Hadi, George Papaioannou, Beatrice Blois, Sachit Nandwani, Redif Ekinci, Mahmmad Qurashi, Adam Wright, Nikita Tchesnokov, Maggie Santos Silva, Maxwell Woodger, Richard Moger, Sophie Parr, Spyridon Arsenis, Sophia Lau, Liam King, Reem al Mealla, Paul Freeman, Ashley Rudge, Dominique Azid, Phil Macken, Karla Sada, Robert Wayman, Matt Bennett 

Apologies:
John Antypas, Stephen Brown, Zabir Ahmad, Sam Walkiden, Matt Murray, Liam McGrath, Shiva Ameli, Hannah Clarke – Stamp 

Absent without apologies:
Nida Akgul, Adebola Adeleye, Emma Askew, Ellie Bland, Tom Smith, Lisa Hiscock, Kelly Spencer, Stephen Hussey, Matt Fletcher, Jun Plas, Terry O’Sullivan, Rabyah Manzoor

Announcements:

Moger announced that the university received Silver sound impact, which is a scheme run by NUS.

Rob Wayman mentioned that there’s a campaign week coming up. There’s a “Get Over it!” event that is widely advertised through Facebook. There will also be free testing for STDs (Sexually Transmitted Diseases).

Yousuf mentioned that the sports trail outs are coming up and sports match coming up as well.(?)

Arnold announced that “battle of the band” is coming up.

Dom Kavakeb announced that “Stop the war” conference is happening soon and that the University of Essex will be sending 4 delegates, whoever that is interested should contact him.

Dominique mentioned about the building up of infrastructure within the Students’ Union which would allow the student staffs to complain should there be anything they needed to complain about or something needed to be improved.(?)

Rob Wayman announced that there’s “Get Over It” gay night coming up

Zak announced that there’s an event on fighting the BNP, which is coming up soon. 

No matters arising

Media Guild Constitution:

Arnold mentioned that the main concentration is to sort out budgets, sort out the meetings and GM. He said that it is more or less an update.

Yousuf spoke about accountability.

Arnold mentioned that he has been working on this matter for a couple of months now and stressed the fact that it needed to be sorted out. He encouraged support from the council. 

Maggie mentioned that there’s no reason to vote against it as it solves the problems that’s needed to be solved.

Vote: motion passed.

NUS conference report:

Matt Murrey, Rosa, Chris Saul, Mark and Dom Kavakeb went to the NUS conference. Dom Kavakeb mentioned that the conference wasn’t controversial. He reported that in the area of free education, it turned out that NUS should not call for free education despite universities called for it. But the debate moved on. In terms of the activeness of the Union, Dom Kavakeb reported that occupation used as a tactic in campaigning is not encouraged by the NUS. NUS doesn’t call for it anymore. Dom Kavakeb reported that the NUS is still fighting the BNP, and that NUS as a whole agreed that Climate change is a bad thing. Dom Kavakeb further reported that the “Stop the War” topic didn’t get to be discussed due to the lack of time, hence the text produced by the University of Essex Students’ Union didn’t get be discussed either.

Exec questions

Dominique asked about the progress of the motion on human rights declaration on the stairs. He would like to know what is happening regarding this matter.

Maggie asked about the progress of the Clingoe Hill matter and would like to know what is happening regarding this matter.

Rosa asked the new Non-sabbatical officers of what they are going to do in the following year.

Dom Kavakeb replied to Dominique that there is yet to be a meeting on it. 

Zak mentioned that she tried to get hold of someone about the meeting on Thursday.

Dominique replied to Zak that there’s a meeting at Town hall on Thursday where it’s a good opportunity to raise the matter to the right people with authority.

International officer: (missed)

Campaign officer mentioned that he will be working hard in campaigning against the BNP.

Participation officer mentioned that he would like to get different students and more number of students to be active. He mentioned that he’ll work to create more involvement from Departments and societies, hoping to create a more integrated network.

Equality Officer mentioned that he’s been involved with the Get over it event so far and more plans are yet to come. 

Beatrice is currently choosing the charities that the Students’ Union will be working with next year and will inform of the Student’s Union’s interest to work with them. She would like to also work with individual students.

E&E officer mentioned that he will establish recycling scheme in the accommodation. He is going to create groups of students to go collect unwanted and unused materials and will try to recycle it. 

Maggie asked about what’s happening with the coffee machine matter?

Yousuf replied to Maggie that he is currently working on it. It is because coffee requires hot water and he is looking into more alternatives of the way it could be served as perhaps coffee cans would have been more convenient of an option. He is also looking the location of the machine. 

Richard Moger announced that cheesy tunes is on Thursday.  

Meeting end 

