Minutes of a meeting of a Union Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 10th March in the Senate Room (4.722)

1 Attendance

a) Present

Tommy Wong (Chair), Dominic Kavakeb, Yousuf Joondan, Chris Saul, Abu Sayeed, , Zak Suffee, Sam Birman, Richard Moger, , Daisy Blench, Margarida Silva Santos, Lisa Hiscock, Robert Wayman, Sophie Parr, Sophie Lau, Sachit Nandwani, Reem Al Mealla, Dominique Azid, Lawrence Hall, Liam McGrath, Ashley Rudge, , Adam Wright, Ellie Bland, Ruth Comer, , Lewis Illman, Nida Akgul, Spyridon Arsenis, Shiva Ameli, Beatrice Blois
b) Apologies

Terry O’Sullivan, Louise Cherrill, Arnold Ma, Ibby Mehmet, Mark Bergfeld, Matt Murray, Jun Plas, Sarah Day, Phil Macken, Stephen Hussey, Jon Manning, Zubair Ahmad
c) Absent without apologies

Karla Sada, Amanda Paul, John Antypas, Kelly Spencer

2. Announcements

Yousuf said that University’s reading room will be opened Friday and Saturday night. On a trial basis.

Dom read the statement regarding respect for the conduct of Council. Loughton exec would like to participate in the Council.

Maxwell announced that there’s make some noises event going on, another event for Amnesty.

Moger asked if we’re discussing the Loughton’s statement.

Daisy thanks people who came to Fairtrade Fortnight.

Zak announced that there’s an event in sub-zero on Monday. Blood-donor drive event.

Maggie thanked people who went to Vagina Monologues.

3. Minutes of previous meeting

4. Matters arising

Matt Bennett page 6, names of the Israeli boycott why were they there
Maggie wants to be mentioned with the same name throughout the minutes.

5. Motion

University declaration of Human Rights

Dominic Azid spoke in favour of this motion 

Vote was taken and clearly passed 

No to sponsoring academies 
Yousuf Joondan spoke in favour of this motion 

Vote was taken and motion passed
Cheesy tunes

Matt Bennett spoke in favour of this motion 
Vote taken and motion passed 

6. Exec Reports and Questions

Matt asked what red nose event has been organised?

Emma Parker got people emailing her and she’s trying to organise something. She sent emails around to sports and societies. There’s Facebook event for it.

Maxwell wondered if there’s a Gigs society forming.

Sayeed said that Gigs society meeting is on Friday and ratification is Friday…he will send off emails to students.

Maggie is wondering how the Clingoe hill is doing

Zak attended the meeting about the campaign. Strategy meeting came up with list of demands that will be presented to the Colchester council. 

Dom met up with the VC about Clingoe hill, VC said that there’s long term and short term. The University has a long term plan/ answers. Short term answers would be to get drivers to be aware that students cross there.

Liam asked if the exec give oral report of what they did.

Adam did submit his report but it unfortunately not put on the agenda.

Emma Parker apologies for not submitting the report but will be emailed around by the clerk when submitted.

Maxwell: asked about the EU elections, getting students to vote. How to get it around

Dom K wants to set up the debate and get the candidates down
Maxwell: stated that students are allowed to vote

Sam Birman: EU students live in England could vote for both their home country and campus.

A Councillor said you can vote in London in respective embassies.

Maggie: will they take students’ questions who cannot attend
Dom and Zak: yes

Convenor reports:

Laurence Hall: Department cuts 3 courses, students’ starts to campaign about it. Yousuf and Laurence got him to reverse his decision. Similar campaign, stopping Latin American studies, if this continues it would devalue the current students’ degree. There’s Internet campaign and Facebook and such. It’s been active. 

Dom thanks to the non sabb who are leaving. 

7. Any Other Business

None 

8. Date and Time of next meeting

Tuesday 12th May 6pm

