Minutes of a meeting of a Union Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 14th October 2008 in LTB8

1 Attendance

a) Present

Dominic Kavakeb, Yousuf Joondan, Zak Suffee, Abu Sayeed, Arnold Ma, Ibby Mehmet, Emma Parker, Samuel Birman, Chris Saul, Mark Bergfeld, John Antypas, Lewis Illman, Lisa Hiscock, Phil Macken, Stephen Hussey, Matt Bennett, Tommy Wong, Jon Manning, Richard Moger, Rabyah Manzoor, Jun Plas, Matt Fletcher, Teryy O’Sullivan, Sam Walkiden, Ruth Comer, Reem Al Mealla, Nida Akgul, Margarida Santos Silva, Ellie Bland, Liam McGrath, Lou Cherrill, Emma Askew
b) Apologies

Daisy Blench

c) Absent without apologies

Adebola Adeleye, Ashley Rudge 
2. Election of Chair of Union Council 2008/09

Two candidates:

Richard Moger

Tommy Wong

Both candidates made brief speeches 

A vote was taken and Tommy Wong was duly elected

3. Announcements

Dominic apologised for the room and explained that the Union is doing everything it can to get this overturned.  He also explained that this had caused significant problems for Union Societies and others.

Matt Bennett announced that the University has been awarded Fair Trade Status and thanked everyone for their work over the last three years in getting to this award.

Zak Suffee announced the first Rounders tournaments are taking place over the next few weeks and invited all Councillors to take part.

4. Minutes of previous meeting

Approved by the meeting

5. Matters arising

None

6. Elections

a. Elections Committee

5 places available 

Richard Moger - Elected 

Arnold Ma - Elected

Samuel Birman - Elected

Emma Askew - Elected

Matt Bennett - Elected

7. Governance – Trustees & Appendix Q

Dominic Kavakeb proposed the governance proposals as they relate to Trustees.

He requested Council to note an amendment to the proposal as presented:

1.6iii) To delete   ‘A majority of the External Trustees vote in favour of removing the Student Trustee’

Page 6 – ii) agreed to redraft the chair bit

These proposals were presented and approved by Council

8. Motions

a. Anti BNP – (last Council) 

Proposal to withdraw due to being outdated – this was approved

b. SWD renaming – SWD Committee (last Council)

Ibby Mehmet proposed, on behalf of the exec. To wait until SWD Convenor is elected

This was approved 

c. Welfare Committee – (last Council)

Proposed by the Executive – Zak proposed the motion 

No speeches against

 Lou Cherrill pointed out that the motion refers to VP Academic and Welfare – this will be redrafted

Amendment – under Remit of the Committee:

To liaise with the University’s Welfare Forum

Approved 

Amended Motion passed by Council

d. Society Ratification Process – Policy lapse

Now part of the Constitution – proposal to let lapse

Approved

e. Glees report – Policy Lapse

Proposal that this be continued as policy

Dominic asked that he be mandated to discuss with the University whether Glees report initiatives are still in place within the University.

Suggested that by raising this with the University may glorify a report that did not justify such recognition.

Jun Plas asked whether Islamic radicalisation is an issue in British Universities.  Dominic did agree that this may be happening but that the Glees report is not the way to deal with this.

Following other contributions relating to the wider issue, Dominic summated in favour of reaffirming the policy

This was clearly carried

f. Ethics & Environment Cttee – Policy Lapse

Proposal to permit to lapse due to successful implementation

This was permitted to lapse

g. Student ID cards – Policy Lapse

Proposal to lapse due to implementation 

This was permitted to lapse

9. Exec Reports and Questions

Matt Fletcher – campaigns committee asked about the decision to make Top Bar a non-licensed space during the day and asked whether night-time non-alcoholic space was not more of an issue

Dominic Kavakeb replied stating that the Executive Committee were proud to have made the decision and that it has already been used for several non-alcoholic events – including Chinese Soc, Islamic Soc and others.  He further announced a session at 5pm in Top Bar with the Executive to discuss this issue further.

Jun Plas – Campaigns committee asked why the Council was not better advertised as the website had no time and the wrong venue and asked 

Dominic Kavakeb explained again the problem over room but confirmed that publicity will be correct for the next meeting.

Liam McGrath – Social Sciences Rep – asked how the accommodation reps initiative is going

Zak Suffee outlined the initiative and explained that the first meeting had taken place and helped organise the Rounders tournament

John Manning – Mature Students Officer asked what the Union was going to do about putting pressure on the University to improve timetabling– Jun Plas further pointed out that this was affecting societies and causing problems

Dominic recognised the disproportional impact on mature students but the wider issue is also on the Union’s agenda.  

In relation to societies Sayeed confirmed that the SU is encouraging societies to use our space as well as pressuring the University

Margarida asked if the rumour was true about making Level 2 non-alcoholic space at night

Arnold confirmed that this is not true

Margarida asked what the SU is doing to open up Union Council as per manifestos

Dominic pointed out that the new constitution will include some amends but the focus is on general meetings and overall student engagement

Matt Fletcher – asked how a manifesto pledge to open Council could be back-tracked on by elected officers

Dominic explained again that the issue is about getting more students engaged in the Students’ Union rather than a narrow focus on one committee and suggested that this was not a contradiction to his stated aims for the year

Lou Cherrill asked Zak if she would extend accommodation reps to off-campus reps

Zak confirmed that she is very keen to get this in place but that so far it has proved very difficult.

Liam McGrath asked about the Wall of Debt

Chris replied that this did well at Freshers’ but more is required

Matt Bennett asked if the election issue is genuinely resolved

Dominic responded that the statement in ‘The Debate’ is true and this draws a line under the election issue

Emma Askew asked if any Rag meetings had taken place

Emma replied that no Rag meetings had taken place yet but that these will be coming

Matt Murray – observer – asked Zak why she was in a lecture when she is paid to be a sabbatical officer

Zak explained that she was there entirely by mistake

10. Any Other Business

Matt Bennett pointed out that policies are not visible on the website – The SU confirmed that this will be resolved by the next meeting

11. Date and Time of next meeting

4th November 6pm

