Minutes of a meeting of a Union Council Meeting
Held on Tuesday 25th November 2008 in the Senate Room (4.722)
1 Attendance

a) Present

Tommy Wong (Chair), Dominic Kavakeb, Yousuf Joondan, Chris Saul, Abu Sayeed, Arnold Ma, Zak Suffee, Ibby Mehmet, Sam Birman, Richard Moger, Matt Murray, Daisy Blench, Mark Bergfeld, Margarida Silva Santos, Lisa Hiscock, Robert Wayman, Sophie Parr, Jun Plas, Sophie Lau, Sachit Nandwani, Reem Al Mealla, Dominique Azid, Lawrence Hall, Liam McGrath, Ashley Rudge, Kelly Spencer, Adam Wright, John Antypas, Ellie Bland, Sarah Day, Ruth Comer, Karla Sada, Stephen Hussey, Lewis Illman
b) Apologies

Matt Bennett, Jon Manning, Phil Macken, Tom Smith, Beatrice Blois, Emma Parker, Matt Fletcher, Louise Cherrill, Emma Askew, Antonia Allen 
c) Absent without apologies

Nikita Tchesnokov  
2. Announcements

Arnold Ma announced that Chantelle Hyland had resigned from the Services and Ents Committees
Arnold further announced that VAT has been reduced to 15% but as there have been other increases so the SU will be freezing prices until the effect can be fully monitored.  Assured Council that if the SU is making more money, this will be passed on to students. 

Chris Saul asked Councillors to fill in their wall of debt bricks

Ibby Mehmet announced a co-option onto the Equal Opportunities Cttee.
Dominic Kavakeb announced the General Meeting on the 4th December

Dominic also asked Council to ensure that respect is shown to the chair at all times

Ashley announced National Aids awareness events within the union

Daisy also announced a resignation from her committee and that she will be looking for volunteers

3. Minutes of previous meeting

Richard Moger pointed out that Sudheer is no longer a student

The minutes were duly approved
4. Matters arising

None
5. Governance and Constitution Review
Richard Moger moved Procedural motion G to take the Constitution to the next Council meeting
Richard Moger proposed the procedural motion 

Dominic Kavakeb spoke against the procedural motion

Taken to a vote – the procedural motion was defeated.

i. Amendment debate

The proposal was to increase the quorum at General Meetings from 100 to 150 

Dominic made a speech in favour of retaining the quorum level at 100.
Margarida spoke for retaining the quorum at 150 

Debate opened to the floor

Matt Murray and Richard Moger spoke in favour of returning the quorum to 150
Mark Bergfeld and Daisy Blench spoke against 

Summation for 150 – Margarida

Summation for 100 – Dominic Kavakeb

Taken to a vote: - Votes for 100 – 19 



Votes for 150 – 13

Therefore the quorum for GMs is confirmed at 100

ii
Substantive Motion

Proposed - Dominic Kavakeb  

Speech against – Margarida 

Second Speech for the motion – Mark Bergfeld

Second speech against – Matt Murray

Summation against - Margarida
Summation for – Dominic

Margarida proposed Procedural Motion k – put that the vote be put to a secret ballot

Margarida spoke in favour of the procedural motion
Dominic spoke against the procedural motion

Taken to a vote on the procedural motion

Margarida moved Procedural motion B challenging the Chair’s ruling to move to a vote ignoring the point of information

This procedural motion was defeated

Procedural motion k was therefore moved to a vote 

This failed

The substantive motion was then taken to a vote

For 21

Against 8

Abstentions 7
The motion was therefore carried

iii
Referendum or Union Council ratification

Yousuf Joondan spoke in favour of a Referendum

Richard Moger, Dominique Azid, Dominic Kavakeb spoke in favour of a Referendum 

Adam spoke in favour of Council ratification

Councillors expressed view that all Councillors should be involved in getting the vote out if it was taken to a Referendum
Taken to a vote

Clearly in favour of a referendum with only one vote against

6. Motions
i
Ethical Investment – E & E Cttee
Richard Moger spoke in favour of the motion

Taken to a vote

Unanimously passed

7
National Conference Policy

i
Racism in Education

First speech for - Ibby Mehmet  
First speech against - Margarida 

Second speech for - Zak Suffee 

Second speech against – formally 

Matt Murray spoke in support especially in favour of Union Resolves 1
Liam McGrath asked whether the exact wording was correct throughout 

Jun Plas questioned whether procedures effectively exist to allow resolves 1 to be implemented fairly and appropriately.  

Dominic Kavakeb pointed out that resolves 1 does not create an automatic removal process, only to press for the removal from office of those making racist comments.

Ashleigh Rudge made a point about concern over making a direct link between Conservatives and racists

Sam Walkiden expressed a view that it doesn’t matter how many BNP members there are, they should be opposed and the motion supported

Reem al Mealla pointed out some of the ways in which different races are discriminated against as students in this country

Summation for the motion – Ibby Mehmet
Taken to a vote
The motion was clearly carried

ii
Another Education is possible

Yousuf Joondan proposed the motion

Chris Saul made a second speech for the motion

Sachit Nandwani made the point about the levels of costs levied on international students.

Yousuf pointed out that the motion does account for this.

Lisa Hiscock suggested that free education for international students might lead to a large number of students coming to benefit by free education.

Mark Bergfeld pointed out that where this had happened historically, there had not been a major movement of people moving to take advantage.

Jun Plas felt that international students should not get free education.
Margarida pointed out that she is not expected to remain in this country after her degree

Sam Birman pointed out that international students are already paying for visa etc.

Ibby Mehmet pointed out the positive impact that international students have on the UK economy as a whole.

Lawrence pointed out that Finland does not indeed have a flood immigrants
Sachit further pointed out that the declaration of human rights makes comment on the rights of all to free education

Jun Plas pointed out that the UK has the lowest tax rates in Europe and so cannot afford to offer free education

Summation against – Margarida

Summation for – Dominic Kavakeb

Taken to a vote

Clearly carried with only one vote against
iii
Afghanistan and the spread of war

Speech for – Mark Bergfeld

Speech against – Jun Plas

Second speech for – Dominic Kavakeb

Second speech against – Matt Murray

Jon Antypas – made a contribution about US foreign policy

Lawrence pointed out that the US are likely to be concentrating on Afghanistan 

Sophia Lau asked how relevant the motion is to the university – have student views been canvassed?    

Dominic pointed out that this ‘zone’ is connected to issues beyond student issues

Ibby Mehmet reminded Councillors of the history of the student movement in relation to anti-war movements

Chris Saul made the point that if this motion is not passed, Dominic would be free to support another motion at conference

Dominic pointed out that he will be able to support other motions anyway

Margarida suggested that caring for Afghanistan means caring who rules Afghanistan.  

Ream pointed out that there are scholarships being offered for Afghani women to come to the UK.  Also asked who feels that we are helping Afghani women by having this war?

Richard Moger expressed concern that this motion was attempting to pass policy through the back door

Summation against – Jun Plas 

Summation for – Mark Bergfeld

Taken to a vote

Clearly carried (21 – 8)   

8.
Charity Fundraising Committee
Zak Suffee spoke in favour of the motion

Taken to a vote

Unanimously passed

9.
Exec Reports and Questions

Margarida apologised on behalf of Emma Askew that she had not been able to attend the Reclaim the Night event as in her report
Matt Murray asked Adam about courses offering not offering Merits at 60%

Adam replied that he looking into this and was unaware of the differences.  Will report back at future Councils

Richard Moger asked Sam Birman to confirm that he will not transport students
Sam confirmed this

Robert Wayman asked why the Council had not been updated on the website and also pointed out that the council minutes could not be found on the website

Dominic apologised for the lack of updating and will take this up with the team.  He further confirmed that the minutes are now available online

Robert further asked about the results of the online survey on the old Endsleigh space 

Dominic explained that this was to get a feel for student opinion, not a final vote.

Liam corrected his report re the date of a meeting which will now not be taking place before Christmas.

Dominique asked whether a campaign could be organised against the bursary scheme

Yousuf tackled specific issues in relation to this issue and offered to work with Dominique on this issue.
Richard thanked Arnold for responding to his previous questions and asked on the provenance of the eggs in the SU food bar

Daisy confirmed that all eggs now on sale throughout the SU are Free Range

Margarida asked if a request for a 24hour coffee vending machine for economics students

Arnold agreed to look into this
Yousuf thanked the Convenors for their work this term

Lawrence pointed out from his report that there has been a substantial change to University governance which does not include student representation

Jun asked Yousuf about the costs of keeping the large reading room open 23/7

Yousuf replied that the costs came from the librarian.  Yousuf feels that £34,000 is reasonable as a proportion of overall library funding and this was raised at USUCON

10 & 11 Minutes of meetings

Lawrence asked why the issue of students with jobs was not discussed

Zak apologised and confirmed that this will be discussed in future.  

Approved

12.
Any Other Business

13.
Date and Time of next meeting

