Minutes of a meeting of a Union Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 4th November 2008 in the Senate Room (4.722)

1 Attendance

a) Present

Tommy Wong (Chair), Dominic Kavakeb, Yousuf Joondan, Zak Suffee, Abu Sayeed, Arnold Ma, Ibby Mehmet, Daisy Blench, Emma Parker, Samuel Birman, Chris Saul, Adam Wright, Dominique Azid, John Antypas, Lisa Hiscock, Stephen Brown, Stephen Hussey, Matt Bennett, Tom Smith, Robert Wayman, Karla Sada, Beatrice Blois, Margarida Santos Silva, Maxwell Woodger, Rich Moger, Jun Plas, Hugh Woozencroft, Jas Samra, Matt Fletcher, Sachit Nandwani, Sophia Lau, Terry O’Sullivan, Liam King, Sam Walkiden, Ruth Comer, Sarah Day, Reem al Mealla, Nida Akgul, Matt Murray, Ellie Bland, Laurence Hall, Liam McGrath, Louise Cherrill, Emma Askew, Adebola Adeleye, Ashley Rudge, Jon Manning 

b) Apologies

Phil Macken, Mark Bergfeld, Lewis Illman 

c) Absent without apologies

Kelly Spencer, Nikita Tchesnokov, Sudheer Vermani, Rabyah Manzoor, 

2. Announcements

The Chair welcomed new Councillors to the meeting

Richard Moger announced that Rainer Schultz (Head of History) has produced a half hour TV documentary on concentration camps during World War 2.

Daisy Blench announced another £300 raised for charity through the no-waste graduation.

Daisy also drew Councillors attention to the Climate March on 6th December

Dominic announced the move of the Trustees meeting to the 3rd Dec

Dominic also reminded Councillors of their responsibility to be at General Meetings and thanked those who had attended.

3. Minutes of previous meeting

Jon Manning identified two items of the meeting where he had spoken but his contribution had not been recorded.  Dominic assured Council that every effort is made to include all contributions

It was furthermore noted that there was an incomplete sentence relating to a contribution from Jon Manning.  Jon confirmed that the missing word was ‘timetabling’.

Daisy pointed out that the E&E Motion did not lapse through successful implementation but due to out-of-date wording – this was noted.

Margarida asked if the minutes could be put on-line – this was agreed

The Minutes were passed

4. Matters arising

Margarida pointed out that there should only be four elected elections committee places.  The Chair put this to the vote – the election of the 5 members was therefore ratified.

5. Elections

a. Vice-Chair of Council

3 Candidates 


Matt Bennett


Richard Moger


Liam King

The three candidates gave a short speech.

Richard Moger was duly elected

b. Arts Advisory Group

Three candidates: 

Margarida Santos Silva
Ruth Comer

Zak Suffee

A number of questions were asked from the floor including about art on campus and the future of the Latin American art collection.

Taken to a vote

Zak Suffee was duly elected

c. Equality & Diversity Cttee

Ibby Mehmet outlined the remit of the position

Three candidates:


Hugh Woozencroft 


Karla Sada


Beatrice Blois

Questions were asked from the floor including on attitudes to positive discrimination, their respective levels of experience for the position, understanding of LGBT issues, bridging the gap between home and international students, awareness of issues affecting disabled students.

Taken to a vote

Beatrice Blois was duly elected

6. Constitution Review

Dominic Kavakeb introduced the session.  Paul Johnston (Membership Services Manager) and Tarquin Stephenson (Policy and Representation Coordinator) presented the proposals as currently written and invited questions and contributions from the floor.

Richard Moger asked if there would be provisions for Loughton and Southend Students to attend Union Council 

Reply that there are three positions on Council and that this is the most important.  Pointed out that as E15 students finish at 6pm, Council would have to start later

If there was an emergency GM how would Loughton and Southend be involved

Pointed out that GMs relate to campus-specific issues 

Can a referendum be overturned?

No, referendum is sovereign

Jun Plas asked how the Southend and Loughton reps would be elected

It is up to the local constitution of the association to decide

Jun also asked whether Council could perpetually reject Trustee policy

Replied that ‘parliament act’ would not be included because student trustees would be in both meetings

Matt Murray suggested that quoracy level for General Meetings should be left at 150

An issue of quoracy for general meetings for each of the separate campuses was agreed as something that needs to be set.  This needs to be discussed in detail at the consultations

Question as to whether Loughton and Southend have been involved in the process

They are aware of the ongoing review and Constitution rewrite but to date have little input

Suggestion that the new constitution should be put to a Referendum 

Question as to whether the day set aside for Union Conference will be possible for all students to attend

Suggested dates have been suggested as May Day holiday, Saturday of that weekend, Last Saturday of the second term, First Monday of the Easter holiday

Agreed that this has to go into the calendar 

Proposal that this be added directly to the constitution

Question on Referendum day – as to whether this would take up a significant amount of time and whether the impact on sabbatical officers had been considered

Doesn’t have to impact too much on Sabbs. Although a Steering Committee will have to be established.   

The impact on sabbatical officers in terms of work does have to be taken into account.

Richard Moger asked if there is a suggested quoracy for Referendum

It is 800

Question as to whether there is a cap on the number of policies that can be put to the vote during referendums?

Reply that all questions will be voted on simultaneously.  Whether there is to be a cap should be decided by council

Margarida spoke for the idea of deciding the constitution at Council rather than a referendum

Margarida spoke against the name Union Conference as it possibly could be off-putting to students
Question regarding referendum day and how do we avoid burn-out

Reply that the idea is to get all these done in a single period rather than them taking place across the year which should help focus

Chris Saul expressed concern that the new structures don’t leave much room for Liberation issues

Reply that Council will continue as it is now, including all of the sub-committees that currently exist

Other contributions from the floor on the idea of a referendum to approve the constitution.

Jon Manning asked what the pattern of voting on campus has been over the last three years whether it is up or down

Sabb elections are up 

Jon further asked whether accounts will continue to be available 

Confirmed that this would be the case

Suggestion that the liberation conferences might be a better model than NUS conference or whether these can be added to the day or as fringe meetings

This was agreed

Suggested that the consultation meetings be open to all students rather than just Councillors

Margarida pointed out that Schedule 4 needs to be amended to permit all students to vote

Margarida asked whether Union Council should remain sovereign over other decision-making bodies

Union Council will continue to set Policy and hold the Executive accountable but it cannot remain the Sovereign body by law.

7. Motions

a.
Fairtrade – E &E Cttee

Matt Bennett proposed the motion

Margarida spoke against the motion

Richard Moger made a second speech for the motion

Second speech against, formally

Tom Smith asked wasn’t it true that Fairtrade was at least fairer, if not entirely fair

Margarida replied that this is more about salving the conscience of the West.

Jun Plas asked if the proposer of the motion would confirm that choice would remain in all outlets

The proposer confirmed this

Dominic agreed with Margarida that there are concerns over Fair Trade but that this still should not prevent Councillors voting for the motion

Adam commented that this was a broader issue and about awareness in the West of the issues elsewhere in the world.

Daisy commented that it is true that Fairtrade does need to be linked to other campaigns.  Also pointed out that if campuses vote to remove products through democratic means this would still happen

Jon Manning commented that it is not the most effective way of fighting poverty but it is better than nothing

Question asked whether existing products will be replaced with Fairtrade products

Confirmed that this will not happen

Margarida summated against the motion

Matt Bennett summated for the motion

Taken to a vote

Clearly carried

8. Exec Reports and Questions

Dominic explained that Ibby had had to leave immediately before exec questions and that Mark Bergfeld also apologised

Emma apologised for not submitting her report in time to be included in the papers and so read it out to Council

Richard Moger asked Arnold about the poll regarding the use of Endsleigh space and why there was not a second-hand bookshop included

Arnold replied that the options were generated from various sources and that the second-hand bookshop has moved on-line

Jun asked Dominic as to whether he had taken a day off to attend the demo

Dominic left work at 3pm on that day but worked later on the following Monday

Lou asked if the Education committee election had taken place

Yousuf replied that the elections did not happen as there were no candidates

Jon Manning asked whether Ibby’s report could be brought forward if he has to leave early

Jon also asked about free paint-balling tickets and asked if they could have been better used

Jon asked whether sabbs could include dates within their reports

Jon asked what issues the President had discussed with the Vice Chancellor

Dominic replied that the last meeting had discussed HE funding and INTO and agreed to include these in his report in future. 

Margarida asked if there was a constitutional limit on questions to Exec

No, but normally one at a time

Margarida expressed concern that there may be a conflict between eating disorder support and Weight Watchers being on campus

Yousuf replied that Weight Watchers is about healthy eating and as such is consistent with the support.

Matt Murray asked Chris what he thought of the ‘another education is possible’ conference

Chris Saul replied that it had been very interesting

Ruth read out a question from the Chair of Nightline expressing concern about exec members abusing their right of free entry 

Dominic asked Jon about what activity he has taken on as Mature Students Officer so far this year

Jon replied that he has no committee and will come to see Dominic to see what can be done

Question directed at the International Officer about the way in which international nights are selected in future

Sam explained the process as it will be going forward

Question on the bookfair and whether profit could be carried forward

Yousuf explained that way in which the fair had been organised.  While there were books sold from the second-hand bookshop these had already been bought by the Union

Question to Sayeed about outdoor sports training several of which has been cancelled for a variety of reasons and asked what action will be taken

Sayeed responded that these issues do have genuine reasons but 

Question as to what the Charity was that the no waste graduation benefited

St Helens Hospice and Colchester Rape Crisis Line

Question on Kaplan online and whether this was to be taken up as an issue

Yousuf agreed that there are a number of issues relating to private organisations on campus including Kaplan but not sure what needs to be done.

Question to Dominic about difficulty in finding a candidate to run for NUS women’s conference 

To be resolved by Dominic later this week

Question to Dominic on unfilled positions at elections

Dominic agreed that every year there are positions unfilled and that this is disappointing especially given the improved publicity for the elections

Question as to what happened to the £150 award for best LBGT Union 

This will be sorted out by the Students’ Union 
9. Any Other Business

10. Date and Time of next meeting

25th November 6pm

