This Union Notes:-

1. that a policy of Zero Tolerance on the late submission of coursework exists for all Colchester campus undergraduate students.

This Union Believes:-

1. that Zero Tolerance is particularly harsh on poorer students who may have to work long hours to finance their studies, keeping to a strict deadline is very difficult in such circumstances.  Furthermore, it does not allow flexibility for students with long-term mental health or disability problems. 

2. this will be made worse by a proposal to remove extenuating lateness/performance decisions from individual departments to one overall committee for the university, who will not know the individual students and their circumstances.  This will favour students who know how to ‘play the system’.  Such decisions are best made within the individual department, by lecturers who actually know the student concerned.
3. Zero Tolerance puts extra stress on students who have for whatever reasons handed in their coursework late, as they will not find out until a later date whether or not their extenuating circumstances have been accepted.

4. accidents can happen to even the most organised of people.  It is both unreasonable and unfair to punish students for being stuck in traffic or for a computer malfunction.

5. departments can be very different.  Some departments may have many assessments for each course each term, whereas in others you may be assessed on the basis of just two assignments a year.  A mark of zero in the latter circumstances could potentially mean failing a whole year.  Zero Tolerance creates merely an illusion of fairness.

6. Zero Tolerance is not the only attempt to standardise procedures across departments.  Standardisation is being driven by a body called the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA).  However, the one thing the QAA is not about, is quality.  The government wishes to see many more students in higher education, but is not prepared to pay for it.  Attempts to standardise are about dumbing down the quality of our education - to reduce down to the lowest common denominator - in order to facilitate this expansion on the cheap.  The QAA sees higher education as just another consumable, to be graded and sized like battery farmed eggs.  Zero tolerance does not allow students to flourish academically but encourages them to get their degree for the sake of the degree.
This Union Resolves:-

1.  
to rigorously campaign for the ability of different departments at the Colchester campus to have the autonomy to select marks penalty systems most effective and most beneficial for their degree scheme, via a process of negotiation with their students.  

