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HEY EVERYONE! 

For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Riley, your LGBQ+ Officer for Colchester 

Campus this year! I’ll be working closely with Sam, the Trans Officer (and any other 

relevant areas of the SU or University), to make sure you’re all well supported and 

represented this year, as well as to put on a large number of events for you to enjoy! 

The purpose of these monthly reports is to keep everyone in the loop, also allowing 

you to hold your SCOs accountable. A lot has happened this month, so best get 

straight into it. 

WHAT I’VE BEEN UP TO 

At the beginning of their terms, all new Student Community Officers go through 

training with the SU Engagement team to learn more about their roles, the support 

that is available to them and their responsibilities within their community. I was 

fortunate enough to intend this in person, as I live locally to our Colchester campus; 

it was a really good experience! I had a great time getting acquainted with the 

other SCOs, I feel better prepared to represent and engage with you all this year, 

and we also had some good laughs! All the other SCOs are absolutely lovely; we 

hope to work collectively this year to bring our communities closer together, 

recognising the importance of intersectionality, and learning about other people's 

experiences. If anyone wants a more in depth run down of the training we did, I am 

more than happy to go through it if you reach out. Sam and I also had a joint hand 

over with Harry, the previous Trans Officer, which went over all the work he did last 

year, and the ways in which we can continue to support this work. 

Alongside official training, Sam and I decided to attend this years’ Not On My 

Campus Convention, a series of interactive talks on issues like sexual assault, NDAs, 

and accessibility in University. It was an enlightening experience that will hopefully 

allow us to better support you all this year – we made detailed notes, so if anyone is 

interested in anything that was discussed, please do reach out! 

There are a few (very small!) updates on the Gender Affirmation Fund, which Sam 

kindly posted about on our Instagram (@uoelgbtqnetwork) earlier this month; they 

have also talked about it in more detail in their report, so I would highly recommend 

giving it a read! There has been some very positive progress. 

Besides all our training, Sam and I have held a lot of meetings together and with our 

coordinator, to collaboratively plan our events and work out a rough timetable for 

the first term. This has been going well; we’re both feeling quite confident about our 

choices and the fact that term one is going to be full of opportunities for you all to 

have some downtime and get to chill with your community. Whilst we are going to 
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keep most of our plans a secret for a little while longer, we can tell you that we’ll be 

posting a full run down for October in September on our Instagram, plus the 

corresponding What’s On pages should be available on the Community Hub by 

then. For now, all I will share is this – Queer Prom is happening, so if you have 

something fancy you want to wear, make sure you pack it before you move back to 

Colchester! 

On the subject of the Community Hub, this is something that both the SU and Sam 

and I will be pushing and using this as a central place for all things queer on 

campus. You’ll now be able to find all our events in one place, including contact 

details for both Sam and I, articles we have written and, of course, our reports! This 

allows you to stay in the loop about what the Network is working on, get the support 

you need from us, and most importantly hold Sam and I accountable. The link to the 

Community Hub can be found on the Linktree connected to our Instagram, but I’ve 

also just left the link below (some new articles are up which are definitely worth 

checking out!) 

https://www.essexstudent.com/communities/lgbtq/   

As you may have seen, we’ve also been putting out a lot on our Instagram, 

featuring a brand-new theme! I had a lot of fun making this so I hope you all like it. 

Focusing on a slightly more serious subject now, hopefully many of you have been 

made aware of the SubZero Working Group. This is a meeting that will occur once a 

month, where students can discuss how the SU can provide the best nights out for 

Students. Sam and I were asked specifically to try and recruit some members of our 

communities to be a part of this group – this is still a potential option, so if you’re 

interested or would like some more information, please don’t hesitate to get in 

contact with us! My email can be found at the top of this report, and you can also 

just DM us on Instagram.                  

In addition to this, Sam and I have been in meetings regarding the path to making 

clubs on campus more inclusive – all we can tell you for now is that things are 

definitely happening, and that we will let you know as much as we can as soon as 

possible. 

Sam and I also attended our first Trans and Nonbinary Working Group meeting this 

month! Seeing the structure of the meetings and how it all works was very insightful – 

I think Sam is going to absolutely smash Co-Chairing the group this year, and we’re 

going to achieve a lot! Sam has talked about the meeting in a bit more detail on his 

report so, again, it is definitely worth checking that out.   

Sam, Harry and I, along with a bunch of friends recently attended Colchester Pride, 

running the stall for Essex University! We saw so many lovely local queer people, got 

to hand out a lot of sweets, and we even did pride flag face paint! Overall, it was a 

really positive day (despite it being boiling), and I hope that if you did come along 

to Pride that you enjoyed it as much as we did!          

Very recently, Sam and I met up the Revd Dr Sara Batts-Neale, Anglican Chaplain to 

the University of Essex, for a casual chat and coffee! She was kind enough to reach 

out to us, and I imagine we will continue to be in contact throughout the year, 
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whether this be to better support our community members, or just organise events 

that look at the relationships between faith and being queer (this is something I will 

definitely be doing!) Sara isn’t the only Chaplain we have here on campus, and I 

hope to at some point sit down with some of the others as well. 

GOALS FOR SEPTEMBER 

My main aim throughout this next month is to keep balancing being an SCO with my 

job as a Clearing Hotline temp! I’ll be planning for our first Student Parliament, 

finalising the details of the events we have coming up, and welcoming all of you 

back to campus. Sam and I also have a couple of additional things coming up; on 

September 17th, we’ll be heading down to Southend-on-Sea to check out 

Southend’s Twilight World’s Queer History Exhibition! We’ll be posting on the Network 

Instagram about our trip, but you can also check the exhibition at this link: 

https://southendstwilightworlds.com/ 

Finally, we’ve been invited to look through the University Library LGBTQ+ archive and 

contribute our insight and opinions to an exciting exhibition on our queer history! The 

exhibition is currently set to begin around October 3rd; we’ll keep you all updated on 

the process, but keep your eyes peeled if you’re interested in learning a thing or two 

about Essex University’s vibrant, political queer history. 

That’s all from me this month folks! Keep an eye on the Community Hub and the 

Instagram, as we have a lot of fun announcements coming really soon. Do reach 

out if you have any questions or want to discuss anything on this report – I look 

forward to seeing you all in person again very soon! 

Riley                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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