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HEY EVERYONE! 

Hello folks! Lots of cool things have been happening this month both in front of and 

behind the scenes – let’s talk about it! 

WHAT I’VE BEEN UP TO 

QATAR; 

As you will all be aware, November featured the kick of SU Football Fest, a 

celebration of international culture and the World Cup, which is being held in Qatar 

this year. There have been many controversies around the competition itself, as well 

as the SU’s handling of it, given the long list of human rights violations Qatar is known 

for – this particularly applies to the rights of the LGBTQ+ community. This is one of the 

biggest events our campus has ever seen, and one that has made a lot of students 

feel uncomfortable, and unsafe. As a result, I’ve been working with a close group of 

other SCOS, Parliament Reps and Society Chairs, as well as Nashwa and Flazzi, to 

come up with some actions for the SU Football Fest campaign. More information will 

be coming very soon, but just know that we understand how you’re feeling, and are 

going to do something about it. We’ll be protesting, putting up posters, and 

recognising that, whilst we don’t hate football, we need to be allies to the right kind 

of football. So, keep an eye out on campus and also on our social media 

(@uoelgbtqnetwork)! 

WRITE FOR RIGHTS 2022; 

Every year, the charity Amnesty International runs a campaign called Write for Rights 

– this involves bringing awareness to ten human rights violations cases that are 

currently occurring, and the ways in which we can make a difference by standing in 

solidarity with these people, and pushing against their governments. I really wanted 

to bring this campaign to campus, so on December 12th, I’ll be holding an event in 

The Atrium between 1pm and 4pm! We’ll be focusing on Luis Manuel Otero 

Alcantara, a Cuban man who has been jailed for defending the freedom of 

expression. He is really interested in poetry, so the event will be an opportunity to 

write some poems, make some cards, and write some letters to both Luis and his 

government in the hopes of showing him support, and pushing the Cuban 

government to drop the charges. This is an incredibly important campaign, as well 

as an opportunity to get creative in your activism, so please do come along! 

To learn more about the Write for Rights 2022 campaign, follow the link below: 

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/write-rights-2022-get-started 

NEURODIVERSITY TRAINING; 
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I’ve continued to work with Lucy, Nathan and Dorothy this month on getting 

Neurodiversity training for all staff and students – there aren’t many updates, besides 

the fact that the next training session is in January. I will be attending to review the 

content and see how it can potentially be transformed into something more 

individual and accessible! 

PLANNING FOR LGBTQ+ HISTORY MONTH; 

Planning for History Month in February has begun! I am co-chairing a planning group 

alongside Libby Johnston, who is head of the LGBTQ+ Staff Forum – we meet every 

two weeks to discuss updates in our plans, how we can collaborate and promote 

one another’s work, and to make sure that events are being well spread out. I have 

also reached out to all the Liberation Officers about holding collaborative events 

during this month – so far, I’ve had no responses, but thankfully there is still a lot of 

time for us to get things sorted! I’m also working closely with both the Albert Sloman 

Library, and the public Colchester Library in town, to bring the community and its 

allies a range of events. If you have any ideas for History month, or want to get 

involved, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 

LGBTQ+ LIBRARY LEARNING HOUR; 

Sam (Trans Officer) and myself were invited to deliver part of a Library Learning Hour 

this month! This involved educating Library staff about different sexualities and 

gender labels, as well as pronouns, key issues the communities are facing, and how 

staff can best support queer students. We worked hard on our presentation and got 

some really positive feedback, so hopefully that’s made a decent impact. 

QUEER QUIZ NIGHT; 

One event I held this month was a Queer Quiz Night over Zoom, which involved a 

Queer History Kahoot quiz and a lot of rounds of Jack Box party (less quizzy, but 

honestly more fun)! Unfortunately, turnout was very poor, but despite that it was a 

really enjoyable evening that attendees reported they really liked. I was hoping to 

have turnout from Southend and Loughton students, but sadly none of them came – 

as a result of all of this, I’m going to aim to put on two Jack Box party sessions a term 

going forward, in the late evening, with the hopes of successfully getting the LGBTQ+ 

Community across all of our campuses involved! Keep an eye out on our Instagram 

and the Community Hub for those sessions. 

GOALS FOR DECEMBER 

These last two weeks of term will involve me continuing to push these projects, as 

well as a joint event with Sam called Less Shit Festivities! This will be a chill evening on 

the last day of term where we can play some board games, listen to festive music, 

and enjoy a fun, safe space as a final hurrah, before everyone has to (somewhat 

unfortunately) return to their families for the Winter period. Speaking of, I’ll be trying 

my best to ensure that everyone gets off safely for Winter Break, and that Sam and I 

find some time during that break to plan for the next term. 

That’s all from this month everyone! If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 

to contact me – talk to you next month!  



 


