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HEY EVERYONE! 

Hello everyone! I hope you’ve had a good start to your term, and are doing well. As 

always, I’ve been up to a lot (some of which you know about already!), so I’ll get 

straight into it. 

WHAT I’VE BEEN UP TO 

FRESHERS FAIR; 

We kicked off this month with the LGBTQ+ Network stall at Freshers Fair! It was a very 

windy start but, despite that, so many of you came down to say hi and learn more 

about Sam and I, what we can do for you, and the kinds of events we have been 

planning. Some of the SU pride pins (particularly the bisexual ones) ran out incredibly 

quickly, so for those of you who have been asking – have no fear, we are getting 

more! I’ll send out an email and post about in on the Instagram (@uoelgbtqnetwork) 

once they arrive. 

FIRST MIXER; 

Speaking of successes, over one hundred of you came along to our first mixer in The 

Atrium, which is insane! Since I wasn’t anticipating quite so many of you, the food 

and drink went quite quickly, and we probably didn’t have enough seating, but 

everyone seemed happy making friends and forming groups that it didn’t matter. I 

hope you all got something good out of it like I did! 

FIRST AGENDA AND QUEER PROM; 

Agenda is our new LGBTQ+ club night on campus, taking place every Friday in The 

In Between and The Atrium. I got some really helpful feedback about the first night, 

so thank you for that – I have passed in on to the organiser and hopefully changes 

can be made soon. Queer Prom also happened on the 21st; whilst it  wasn’t what 

some people hoped for, which I completely understand, it was still overall a success 

and people seemed to have a good night. Again, when asking for feedback on 

Instagram I got many responses, which I have now passed on, so thank you to those 

who contributed to that! For those who didn’t quite have the prom you hoped for, I 

promise there are much less intense events coming, so we have something for 

everyone! If you have any additional feedback for Agenda please do email me at 

ptolgbq@essex.ac.uk. 

FIRST STUDENT PARLIAMENT; 

Damn, there really were a lot of firsts this month, huh? Student Parliament occurs 

once a month, and brings together all the Sabbatical Officers, Student Community 
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Officers and Reps from across all three campuses to discuss policy issues and raise 

any feedback that needs be action from our communities. You may remember me 

asking across a few platforms about people’s thoughts on the Sabbatical Officers 

being able to vote – this motion was passed, but with the amendment of the Sabbs 

sharing a single vote, rather than all seven of them getting to vote. I was the one 

who suggested this to Joe, the Rebel Rep, and the person who wanted this change 

to take place – this was because a. the vast majority of you wanted Sabbs to be 

able to vote, but b. a lot of good arguments were presented in Parliament as to why 

this could lead to some issues down the line. So, the best middle ground seemed to 

be them sharing a vote. Just wanted to keep you updated! If you have any 

questions about this Parliament, do make sure to check out the minutes at the 

weblink below, or email me and I’ll get back to you as soon as possible. 

https://www.essexstudent.com/parliament/ 

NEURODIVERSITY TRAINING; 

Additionally, I will soon be working with the VP Welfare, the Students with Disabilities 

Officer and the Disability Rep to hopefully begin the long process of introducing 

neurodiversity training for students. This was something the Sabbs underwent over 

the summer, and due to huge overlap between that community and my own, I feel 

it is important to push for this training to be available for widespread. I will keep you 

updated on how this goes! 

LAUNCH OF SUPPORT HOURS; 

Whilst I don’t want to say it’s been lovely to see you some of you making use of my 

support hours, because I don’t want any of you to be going through it, it is great that 

you’re making the most of this resource. Obviously, I am no therapist, but I do try my 

best to signpost people to the best help and to keep supporting them as much as 

they need for that. Also, I am just here to talk about whatever, whenever! If Tuesday 

between 2pm – 4pm don’t suit you, drop me a message and we can arrange a 

different time. Additionally, you can email at any hour of any day to ask questions 

and get support that way. 

HOMESEXUAL HALLOWEEN; 

I rounded off October with my second event – Homosexual Halloween! We 

consumed a lot of sugar, played party games for the first hour, and then broke off 

into a comfortable, calm mixer in the second hour. Some of you went above and 

beyond with your costumes so, naturally, there were prizes, but overall it was a great 

evening and I hope everyone that came had a good time. 

GOALS FOR NOVEMBER 

By the time you read this report, it may have already happening, but the Network 

are holding the Gay British Bake Off on November 7th! There won’t actually be any 

baking – instead, fairy cakes and decorating supplies will be provided, and you can 

work on your masterpieces until you heart is content. There will be a prize for the best 

cake at the end! Sam, the Trans Officer, will be running this event on my behalf, due 

to personal commitments I have that day that I cannot rearrange. I’ll also be holding 

a Queer Quiz Night over Zoom for all the campuses on the 23rd! 
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The most important goal I have for November is to speak at the Trans Vigil of 

Remembrance. This is taking place on November 17th on the Squares, between 6pm 

– 8pm, and will be an evening of mourning those we have lost this year to 

transgender-related hate crime, and reflecting on the variety of issues the trans 

community are currently facing. This is Sam’s event, and I am incredibly proud of him 

already, as his college and friend, for all the work he is putting into this. Please do 

make the time to come along, and encourage allies you know to come too – this is 

possibly the most important event the Network will run this academic year, and we 

would really appreciate your attendance. 

That’s all from me this month folks. Stay safe, have fun and try and go to your classes, 

even if they do start at 9am. See you in November! 

P.S – I saw Pebbles the other day, so I thought I would include a picture of him for 

you all. Everyone deserves Pebbles content after all. 

 


