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HEY EVERYONE! 

I hope everyone is settling in (whether you’re new or returning) to university life, and 

enjoying Freshers! It’s lovely to see everyone back on campus after so many months 

of it being dead. I’ve had another busy month of meetings, exciting opportunities 

and important developments – let’s get straight into it. 

WHAT I’VE BEEN UP TO 

MEETINGS 

Get the most boring bit out of the way first! On a serious note, I’ve been involved in 

some really exciting planning meetings this month (many of which I can’t tell you 

about yet – sorry!) One of these was meeting with the Sabbatical Team so they 

could present the SCOs with the Big Plan for this academic year; it will be a little 

while yet before it goes public, but be reassured that it’s a very good one, and that 

I’ll be doing everything in my power to support it as best as I can. If you do have any 

feedback about the Big Plan once it has been announced, do let me so I can pass 

it on – we’re always looking to improve our initiatives.  

I also met individually with VP Community and Engagement, Flazzi, as part of his role 

is to mentor and manage the SCOs, supporting us in any way he can. He’s a great 

laugh, and he gave me some very reassuring advice concerning this coming term. 

We discussed in depth my plans and goals for the year, the ways in which he could 

support them, as well as ways he could be a better ally. Overall I am genuinely 

thrilled to be working with him, and am confident that together we will achieve 

great things this year.  

EVENTS 

You may have noticed I’ve announced some really fun stuff this month! We’ll not just 

be holding Queer Prom, as promised and first proposed by the previous Trans 

Officer, but we’ll always be getting back our weekly LGBTQ+ night at the brand new 

club on campus – The In-Between! This has been a long time coming, and a lot of 

work has gone into it; we are so glad we can finally share it with you and can’t wait 

for the launch. 

Additionally, I’ll be holding my first official mixer of the year between 5pm – 8pm on 

October 12th at The Atrium. This is a great opportunity to make new friends, catch up 

with old ones and get to know Sam and I a little bit better, so please do come 

along! They’ll also be free food and drink (including vegan and gluten free options!) 

mailto:ptolgbq@essex.ac.uk


For more information about our events, check out our Instagram @uoelgbtqnetwork, 

and the What’s On page of the SU website: 

https://www.essexstudent.com/whatson/ 

SUPPORT HOURS 

Earlier this month Sam and I had a meeting with Jeni Day, head of the SU 

Engagement Team, to talk us through and prepare us for holding support hours. This 

went well and, as a result, we can confirm that we will be starting to hold these very 

soon! As it currently stands, they will be on Tuesday between 12pm – 2pm (this is 

subject to change), and we will announce the location on our Instagram once we 

have it. Alternatively, if these times don’t suit you, you can always reach out to us via 

email, message or just if you see us on campus – we’re always here to talk and we’re 

happy to meet you at a time that better suits you. 

SOUTHEND’S TWILIGHT WORLDS 

As you may have seen on the Network Instagram earlier this month, Sam and I went 

to see Elliott Gibbons’ Southend’s Twilight Worlds, an art and history exhibition of the 

secret history of Southend and its surrounding area. Elliott was incredibly welcoming 

and the space itself was fascinating. By the time you’re reading this, the exhibition 

will have closed, but Sam and I were given books with all the content and more in 

them – if you’re interested in borrowing it, do get in contact, as I am happy to lend it 

out. 

QUEER UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 

I also had the opportunity this month to rake through the queer university archives, in 

preparation for an exhibition the University is holding at the Art Exchange – by the 

time you read this report, it will be out, so do go check it out! A lot of work went into 

it, and by a lot of people. One of the things I found the most interesting was the 

evolution of the name of the LGBTQ+ Society over time, and how it reflected the 

times they were living in (even though they were alarmingly recent). But yes – free 

entry, so definitely worth a visit if you’re interested in the University’s vibrant, political 

queer and black history. 

GOALS FOR OCTOBER 

My main aim for this month is to successfully run the events I have planned, and get 

feedback on your thoughts – what else do you want to see? What could be 

improved? We’ll be putting up an “Ideas Form” on the Linktree soon (and have it 

available during events!) so you can directly submit ideas to the Network too. 

I also need to finalise the details of Queer Prom to make sure it’s as good as it can 

be! If you have any ideas (or song suggestions), please drop me and email or a DM 

– all ideas are indeed welcome. 

Another, more personal but relatable goal of mine is to get back into the swing of 

my studies! I’m going into my second year of Philosophy, so wish me luck. That is all 

from me this month folks – as always, keep an eye on the Community Hub and the 

Network Instagram for reminders about events, and general information about the 

things the Trans Officer and I are working on. Do reach out if you have any questions 
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or want to discuss anything on this report – not long now until we can meet in 

person, so I am looking forward to properly getting to know all of you! 

Riley 



 


