
SCO – Students with Disabilities officer report: Charlie Cooke 

November: 

Introduction 

So, November was my first month as your elected Students with disabilities officer. So, I thought I 
would spend a little time introducing myself. I’m Charlie, I’m 22 years old and I am a second year 
Biological Sciences Student. I ran to be your Students with Disabilities Officer as I know what it is like 
to feel as if your voice is never heard, and that you are constantly left behind. 
 
I have both mental health conditions, and Dyslexia and Dyspraxia. The latter of which I was not 
diagnosed with until just a mere few months ago. Having both of these conditions and being 
unaware of them has caused me a lot of complications with my education, for which until now I 
have had to figure out alone. 
 
I am here to represent your needs and interest, to both the Students’ Union and the University. You 
are not alone and together we do have a voice! 
 

Goals 

This month was always going to be a bit of a ‘getting the ball rolling’ kind of month.  

• My key aim is to engage in all the training that the SU are offering me, in order to make sure 
that I am being the most effective officer for our students as possible. 

•  Alongside this I want to meet with both Adrian (our VP Community and Engagement), and 
the rest of the SCO (Student Community Officer) team in order to network with them and 
discuss the possibilities of future cross officer campaigns and events. 

What have I done this month?  

 

• Firstly, I am pleased to say that this month I have reached the goals that I set out for 
myself!!! This month I have been laying down the foundations to help me become a 
successful officer, with the skills to effectively represent you. 

• I have spent this month creating a document to be used by the SU and hopefully in future 
the University about creating accessible advertising for future events, as well as making sure 
their downloadable materials are editable to students in order to be accessible. 

• I also spent time collating important dates in order to raise awareness throughout the year 
e.g. for hidden disabilities. 

• I’ve had a meeting with some fellow Student with Disabilities regarding lobbying the 
University to introduce a more flexible attendance policy, so that it is fair and equal for 
Students with Disabilities. 

• Worked with officers and Students at our Loughton satellite campus, looking into concerns 
regarding the University providing the reasonable adjustments that Students with 
Disabilities are entitled to. 

  
What can be expected in the next month? 

Plans for next month: 
• Work with SCOs to discuss how to support students over the winter break 

• Attend Parliament 

• Talk to Students with Disabilities and find out how I can support them 
  

 


