
   

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT STAFF LIAISON COMMITTEE 
 

13 March 2019 
 

13.00 – 14.00 hours 
 

 
 
Chair Dr Halewood 
Staff present Professor Carrabine, Ms Davey, Mrs Harper, Ms Mwaura 
Student 
representatives 

Ms Odumosu Ms Ofori, and Ms Sabatini. 

  
Apologies  Ms Clark 
Secretary Mrs Harper 
  
  Action 
MINUTES   
   
The Committee approved the minutes of the meeting held on 21 December 
2018 as a true record. 

01/19  

   
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES   
   
M.18/18 The Chair reported that we had received the photos for the poster to 
advertise the Student Staff Liaison Committee members and their contact 
details to all students.   Due to the current refurbishment of the department we 
have no notice board in the Common Room so have been unable to display the 
poster. 

02/19  

   
Mrs Harper agreed to carry this forward when the notice boards had been 
fitted. 

03/19 JH 

   
M.20/18 Ms Macaulay had contacted IT with regards to adding SPSS to the 
computers in the resource centre.   But thought that it would be best to wait 
until the refurbishment was complete.  Ms Macaulay has since left the 
Department so Ms Davey agreed to follow this up when the refurbishment was 
complete. 

04/19 ND 

   
M.22/18 Ms Odumosu confirmed that we will now have a summer term SSLC 
meeting.  This was in line with the Student Voice (Student Representation) 
Policy Appendix III (A3.5.1).  Ms Ofori would be Co-Chair the meeting with Dr 
Halewood.  

05/19  

   
Ms Harper would find a suitable date for the Summer term SSLC meeting.  She 
agreed to e-mail Dr Halewood and Ms Ofori in advance of the meeting so they 
could meet first to discuss the agenda. 

06/19 JH 

   
M.25/18 The Chair reported that the request by the UG Student Reps for 
Lecture Slides to be uploaded no later than 24 hours in advance of each lecture 
had been agreed by the Education Committee.   

07/19  

   
The Chair asked the Student Reps if this had been happening and they agreed 
that it had. 

08/19  
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M.29/18 The Chair informed the Committee that he had spoken with the SC201 
module coordinator about the reading assignment and she agreed that this 
would be addressed in the next academic year. 

10/19  

   
Professor Carrabine reported that the second year students on his module 
SC204 have been struggling with the book review as they have never done one 
before.   Ms Davey suggested that a book review should be incorporated into 
one of the first year modules so that it is introduced earlier.  She also informed 
the committee that students with Dyslexia found book reviews difficult and 
would benefit from being allowed to review two journals instead. 

11/19  

   
The Chair agreed that he would put a proposal that a reading assignment is 
introduced in the first year at the next  Education Committee  

12/19 MH 

   
M34/18 The Chair reported that Professor Canessa had observed one of the 
Lectures for SC326 and had given some feedback on delivery of these 
lectures. 

13/19  

   
M.39/18 The Chair had spoken to Dr Cox with regard to having two sessions 
for SC382 instead of a two hour seminar.  He said that the Department were 
moving to having more two hour seminars in future.   Ms Odumosu said if this 
was going to happen for more modules then students would appreciate a small 
break in the middle of the session. 

14/19  

   
The Chair asked the Student Reps if they could canvas the options of how 
students feel about this and report back to the Summer term meeting. 

15/19 Reps 

   
FINAL YEAR MATTERS   
   
Ms Ofori and Ms Odumosu reported to the committee the final year students 
where very pleased with the organisation of the Lectures for the final year 
project.   They agreed that both Dr Cox and Dr James-Hawkins had been very 
helpful. 

16/19  

   
FEEDINGBACK TO STUDENTS   
   
The Chair asked the student reps if they had any ideas that would encourage 
their peers to submit suggestions and items for SSLC meetings.  They thought 
having suggestion boxes in the Common Room and the Sociology Study 
Centre was a good idea.  Slips would be available for students to submit any 
items or questions. 

17/19  

   
Ms Davey agreed to look into this and source either purchasing suggestion 
boxes of making them. 

18/19 ND 

   
Dr Gigoux explained that as part of Student Change Week 21 final year student 
where invited to take part to provide feedback to the department on a variety of 
topics.  The students were distributed into three groups with 3 Sociology PhD 
students as facilitators.  

19/19  

   
The students agreed that this event should happen for all years this is an item 
on the Education Committee that the Chair will be taking forward.   

20/19 MH 

   
The Student reps also thought having a notice board either in the common 
room or on the wall outside it would be a good place to display information 
about our Student Reps so students could see who to contact.  It could also be 
used for a “you said we did” notification  

21/19  
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Dr Gigoux suggested that the Student Reps contact details and photos could 
be put on every modules moodle page.   The Chair thought this would be too 
much work for staff but agreed to bring it up at the next Education Committee 

22/19 MH 

   
REVIEW OF DEPARTMENT HANDBOOK   
   
The Chair asked students if they could feedback to the committee on the 
current Department UG Student Hand book.  They all agreed that they did not 
know where to find the online version or that if required the Department could 
supply a printed version for student with Specific Learning Difficulties.  The 
Chair informed the Committee that the online version can be found on module 
under the heading Current Student Information.  The Reps said it was not clear 
that the hand book could be found here and that they never accessed it. 

23/19  

   
The Chair said that this information should be made more assessable and easy 
to fine. He asked the Student Reps to think of a new title for this moodle page 
that would make it clearer to students that the handbook could be found here. 

24/19 Reps  

   
Mrs Harper agreed to see if there was a way of moving this moodle page to the 
top of students’ list of moodle courses. 

25/19 JH 

   
Ms Odumosu asked about the where to find the Department Reference Guide.  
Mrs Harper explained that this can also be found on the Information for current 
student’s moodle page.   

26/19  

   
NEW & REVISED PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT    
   
The Chair referred to paper UGSSLC/19/01 Update of Curriculum Changes 
2019 -20.  He highlighted that SC382 will only run in the Autumn term only and 
that SC311 would be changed from spring term to autumn team to fit with Dr 
Cox’s research leave. 

27/19  

   
The Chair also reported to the committee that there will be a new UG course 
starting in 2019-20 titled BSc Sociology with Data.  

28/19  

   
ANY OTHER BUSINESS    
   
Ms Mwaura congratulated Ms Sabatini on her student ambassador award for 
canvassing and campaigning.   

30/19  

 
Jane Harper 
Department of Sociology  
18 03 19 


