
   

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT STAFF LIAISON COMMITTEE 
 

21 December 2018 
 

13.00 – 14.00 hours 
 

 
 
Chair Dr Halewood 
Staff present Professor Canessa, , Mrs Harper, Ms Macaulay, Ms Clark  
Student 
representatives 

Ms Busu, Ms Hartley, Ms Momoh, Ms Odumosu Ms Ofori, Ms Sabatini 
and Ms Ware. 

  
Apologies  Professor Carrabine, Dr Gigoux  
  
Secretary Mrs Harper 
  
  Action 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES   
   
The Committee approved the minutes as a true record. 16/18  
   
M.03/18 The Chair reported that the Undergraduate Committee had reviewed 
the spread of the deadlines for 2017/18.  The UG Committee agreed that 
generally there was a suitable spread of deadlines and that student were 
notified of the deadlines well in advance so they could plan for their own 
personal deadlines.  He did note that the deadline for SC201 was not in line 
with other modules and that the autumn term deadline had been moved for the 
2018/19 academic year. 

17/18  

   
M.06/18 Ms Clark will ask the Student Reps for permission to use the photos 
they send her to make a poster to advertise the Student, Staff Liaison 
Committee.  The department have agreed that there will be a designated notice 
board for this in the common room. 

18/18 JC/JH 

   
M.10/18 Professor Canessa said the that problem of returning marked 
coursework on time had been looked at and hoped that due to a more even 
distribution of marking given to staff this should improve this year.  He agreed 
that we would continue to inform by email students if the marked coursework 
was going returned later than the published date. 

19/18  

   
M.12/18 The chair reported that SPSS had now been added to all the 
computers on the ground floor of the Library.  IT had sent a link so that 
students could also access SPSS on the computers in the resource centre.  Ms 
Macaulay said this was not ideal and was going to contact IT about adding the 
program to the computers, rather than use the link. 

20/18 RM 

   
MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS OF REFERENCE (paper UGSSLC/18/01)   
   
The membership and terms of reference were noted. 21/18  
   
The Chair asked about the student reps co-chairing future meetings Ms Clark 
explained that by the next meeting Ms Hartley, Ms Ofori and Ms Sabatini would 
be given training by the student union to enable them to co-chair future 
meetings.   

22/18  
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STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES    
   
Ms Hartley and Ms Ofori agreed to attend the Department meeting on behalf of 
the students. Mrs Harper agreed to notify the Departmental Meeting Committee 
Secretary of who the student representatives were. 

23/18 JH 

   
FIRST YEAR MATTERS    
   
Ms Ware asked if PowerPoint slides for SC111 could be uploaded earlier as 
they are not uploaded until just before the lecture.  Ms Sabatini said that this 
was not just a problem for SC111 but a problem in general.   She said it would 
be helpful to have them earlier especially for those students who English is not 
their first language.   

24/18  

   
The chair agreed that he would take this to the Education committee and ask 
that staff put their slides on moodle at least 24 hours before the lecture.   

25/18 MH 

   
SECOND YEAR MATTERS    
   
Ms Sabatini reported the concerns of students taking SC201.  Firstly that the 
PowerPoint slides where to long which meant that not everything was covered 
and the lecture runs over time. 
 
Students were also concerned that when they asked their SC201 class teacher 
what is required for the analytical reading assignment (due 11 12 18) she was 
not able to answer them. 
 

26/18  

The Chair agreed to speak to the SC201 module coordinator about these 
issues. 

29/18 MH 

   
Ms Sabatini said that students taking SC203 Researching Social life II, would 
like more help with their SPSS assignments, would it be possible to put on 
extra classes to help with this issue? 

  

   
The Chair reported that the Department had already looked at this issue and 
there would be two or three extra 2 hour sessions in week 10 covering SPSS. 

30/18  

   
FINAL YEAR MATTERS    
   
Ms Ofori informed the committee that there had been complaints about SC304 
students felt the lectures should be more organised because the lecturer rarely 
gets cover all the slides to the slides.  They said it would be more effective to 
always suit the lecture to the essay rather than giving them too much 
information on what they could be easily read in their own time.  
.  Secondly that there are only 4 essay questions to choose from for each term.  
The students asked if there could be more essay questions added.  Finally 
would it be possible to  move one of the deadlines.  

31/18  

   
The chair agreed to speak to the module coordinator about these issues 32/18 MH 
   
Ms Ofori said that some students had said that they thought that the SC326 
Lecture could be delivered in a more interesting way.  One suggested Kahoot 
or a short quiz after the lecture.   

33/18  

   
Professor Canessa agreed to speak to the module coordinator about this. 34/18 AC 
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
   
Students said that some academic support hours needed updating on moodle 
as some were not correct or didn’t have them on their moodle page. 

35/18  

   
Mrs Harper agreed to contact staff and ask then to publish their office hours 
correctly on moodle. 

36/18 JH 

   
The students also complained that some GTA’s conducted their office hours in 
a shared room.  They asked if it was possible for them to have a room where it 
was more private to talk to their teacher. 

37/18  

   
Mrs Harper said if GTA’s wanted to book a room for their office hours they can 
contact the department office and ask one of the admin team to book a room.  
She agreed to let the GTA’s know that this was an option.  

38/18 JH 

   
Ms Ofori had had complaints that the teaching session for SC382 is a 2 hour 
seminar rather than a one hour lecture and separate class.  She added that 
students said there was too much information to take in and it can get 
confusing, she said students would prefer if it split into two sessions. 

39/18  

   
The Chair agreed he would speak to the module coordinator. 40/18 MH 
 
Jane Harper 
Department of Sociology  
28 11 18 


