
Hello, my name is Jack Fitzsimons and I am in my Final Year student studying BSc Economics. 
I started the Referendum with the goal of creating positive change within our University. 
Speaking on behalf of my fellow students and I, we do not believe we are receiving the 
standard of University education and experiences that were proposed to us. I do not, 
however, advocate for the University to start face-to-face teaching as the welfare of staff 
and students should not be put at risk. I also understand that some members of staff are 
working as hard as possible to adapt to these challenging and unusual circumstances. 
 
To address how the university has provided unsatisfactory education I would like to address 
the closure of study spaces in general. Closure of large parts of the library has led to many 
students opting to study in the Silberrad Centre, which is often extremely crowded and goes 
against the intentions of social distancing but is occurring because of lack of choice 
elsewhere. Many students have found this highly disappointing and although 
understandably the SU Bar, Restaurants, Gym & Night Club are closed which impacts our 
university experience, the library should remain fully open with sanitation and distancing 
measures in place so that we receive satisfactory academic opportunities and resources. 
After listening to student’s views as a collective, Zoom teaching is not living up to 
expectations and many technical issues and other problems such as pre-recorded lectures, 
which are taking over the interactive element a lecture should provide students with are 
occurring regularly. Lucy, a third-year student vented her frustrating about paying the 
£9,250 fees for ‘YouTube videos, where we have to teach ourselves and use the Moodle 
forum for any suggestions and questions’. People who may have learning difficulties are also 
struggling when it comes to adapting to online learning, which I believe is not being listened 
to enough. 
 
As the vast majority of students apply for student loans, if the referendum is successful then 
seeing a reduction in fees for next term would be a highly suitable option if the appropriate 
changes cannot be made. It is also important to clarify that many students have stated that 
teaching is not engaging enough in comparison to previous years. Carli, A first Year student 
stated on the Student Referendum Facebook page the difficulties presented by online 
learning, as an international student, she chose to study in the UK for the high quality of 
education but believes she has ended up teaching herself which has been a real challenge, 
especially after English is not her Native language. The opening of facilities such as the 
Library, NTC and EBS for longer hours are all possible solutions, along with better 
communication and improvements with IT support. 


