
	  

ASHA ALI – BAME OFFICER 

Report 
 
Hello, my name is Asha Ali and I'm the BAME Officer. 
 
My goal for this year is to have a year of setting foundations for BAME 
students. I am currently working with the University of Essex and the Students' 
Union to create a committee, where student support and the promise 1 SU 
department (education) work together to find a solution for the BAME 
attainment gap. This was one of the things I wished to focus on when writing 
my manifesto.  
 
This weekend, 28/11/15 - 29/11/15, I went to the NUS Black Students' Winter 
conference where I was able to discuss these issues with similar issues. After 
looking at national statistics, it seems that this is becoming a national issue 
within the black community. The Higher Education Funding Council (HEFCE 
2014) for England found that 72% of white students who entered university 
with 3 Bs at A-Levels attained a 1st or 2:1 classification degree compared to 
only 53% of black students who entered university with the same A-Level 
results. This suggests that there is something happening at universities that are 
affecting the grades of minority students. 
 
BAME Forum 
 
Monday the 26th the first BAME forum was held. This was based on urban 
nights on campus and the reason why the SU is no longer holding these 
events. The Deputy director of student services, and VP services and comms, 
attended to answer any questions students may have.   
 
However, the results of that forum were not satisfying as students did not feel 
their questions were answered. Therefore, there will be a second BAME forum 
on the 1st of December to discuss this again. Equally, we will be discussing 
BAME representation on campus in terms of food. As there is a pop up shop, I 
will suggest to students who have a passion for food to put in a proposal for 
the shop. Alternatively, we could discuss the ways of getting more African or 
Caribbean foods on campus. 
 
NUS Black Students' Conference 2016 
 
I have been elected to be the representative for The University of Essex 
Students' Union and as I want to represent Essex BAME students to the best of 
my ability, I would like to hold focus groups with BAME students on policies 
they would like discussed and issues they would like brought up. 
 


