
Disabled Students’ Officer Report 

My name is Sam French and I was recently elected your new Disabled Students’ 

Officer, in this report I will detail in short the plans I have for this year as well as some 

of the work I have already undertaken.  

Dedicated Volunteer Service 

I have been working with the project leader for the Dedicated Volunteer Service 

which aims to provide disabled students with access to volunteers to help them with 

accessibility issues. Currently there are no disabled students signed up to the service 

so I have been working with the project leader in order to reach more students. We 

have set up meeting with the disability team at student support and made vital 

contacts within the equality and diversity department at the university as well as 

working on promotional materials.   

Free Education Demo 

I have worked to make sure that there is accessible means of transport to get to the 

demo and will be canvassing disabled students to go protest for free education and 

against the vicious cuts to Disabled Students’ Allowance that will come into effect in 

the 2016-2017 year. 

Disabled Students’ Forum 

I have set up a Facebook group to include disabled students at Essex to make sure 

outside of forums they have a means of talking about their disability related issues in 

between the forums.  

My Forthcoming Plans 

Over the next term my specific priority will be to set up a Disability Resource Library 

for disabled students so they can find adequate support resources, this will be free at 

the point of us and open to all disabled students and run by the Students’ Union. I’m 

also in the process of planning Disability Awareness month for December and want 

to run a specific dyslexia awareness campaign within this. Also over the course of 

the year I want to work on provision of sign language lesson accredited and 

implemented to the same standard as the Languages for All program. Lastly I want 

to prioritise raising awareness of and protesting against the planned changes to 

Disabled Students’ Allowance. 

 

  


