
 

 

SIMONE MENDEZ-SUTCLIFFE - LGBT OFFICER  

 

LGBT HISTORY MONTH: 

This month there were a number of events put on to celebrate LGBT* history month: 

LGBT Faith conference 

We had two guest speakers from Essex gay Christians to talk to students about 

identifying as LGBT* as well being a person of faith. We had a fruitful discussion and 

debate in a safe environment where students felt comfortable to touch on topics 

that would otherwise be seen as controversial.  

LGBT in BAME history 

I went through points in history where people of colour made an impact on the 

LGBT* community. I showed videos as well as having a guest student speaker to talk 

about their personal experiences. The feedback from this talk has been incredibly 

positive, although I was disappointed with the turnout. Next time I will try and push 

the marketing more to garner more attention and boost turnout numbers.  

LGBT careers event 

I worked together with the Essex LGBT alliance for this event and had guest speakers 

such as Essex alumnus Tamoor Ali, speakers from Stonewall, Ford and Essex police. I 

felt this event was incredibly successful as there was a great turnout and students 

engaged well by asking questions and networking with companies. As this is only the 

second careers event, I expect next year it will be on a much bigger scale. 

Valentine’s social 

I worked with the LGBT* and friends’ society to plan a small valentine’s get together 

which included chocolates, sweets and cards. I feel that socials like these are 

important to engage with students outside formal settings and to make everyone 

feel special on a day that frowns upon people who are single.  

 

 

IGNITE: 

After corresponding with SU bar staff and marketing, we have now made Ignite a 

fortnightly event. I hope that numbers will remain high for each event, and that we 

will keep building momentum to maintain it as a regular night out. There are still 

issues in terms of photography and ensuring we keep Ignite a safe space, but I hope 



 

to exclusively share photos on the LGBT society Facebook page so that they are not 

open to the public. 

IDAHOT DAY: 

We are continuing to plan this event for the International Day against Homophobia 

or Transphobia. We hope to open this event up to people outside of the university 

and have guest speakers as well as sports events to bring awareness in a fun setting.  

LGBT* PRIDE: 

I am hoping to have a pride celebration on the squares in the last term. This will 

hopefully include a DJ, face painting and food stalls. If this goes forward, I will start to 

market the event early on so that as many people are aware and can get involved.  

 

  

 


