
SU/University Relationship 
I have kept on improving our relationship with the University by gaining 
representation on the Student Funding and Fees Group and also the University 
Steering Group Away Days. 
 
Accommodation Prices 
I have agreed with the University one the lowest increases in accommodation prices 
(2.4%) for 2016/2017 in the past 10 years. Also, we are currently discussing the 
enhancement of the North Towers starting with Rayleigh. 
 
UROP Scheme 
I have met with the manager of the Undergraduate Research Opportunities 
Program and discussed the expansion of the scheme which at the moment has 90 
placements divided across the 3 faculties. I am also trying to get 5 placements for 
the Students’ Union. 
 
Frontrunner Scheme 
In the past 2 months I have been working closely with the Employability Centre and 
Osei (VP Education) on the restructure of the Frontrunner Scheme. I am currently 
trying to get 3 frontrunners to support the work of the Executive Committee. 
 
Refugees Campaign 
I have started the “Refugees Welcome” campaign: 
-organised 2 successful collection points and donated the items collected to 
Refugee Action Colchester 
-Ela Mobini and I organised a barefoot walk on campus to raise awareness of the 
refugee crisis and to remember 6 refugee kids who froze to death last year  
-Libby Johnston and I started the “Essex Refugee Fund” to sponsor refugees to come 
and study at Essex; together at the moment we have raised £3000 
 
Keep the Grants Campaign 
I have started the “Keep the grants” campaign: 
-put up petition on social media 
-lobbied 5 MPs 
-the executive committee is organising a bus to London on the 4th of November for 
the demonstration against maintenance loans  
 
Democracy Restructure 
I have been working with the executive committee and students from all 3 
campuses as well as supported by our Chief Exec: Craig Stephens and Promise 3 
Manager: Gary Richardson to review our democratic processes and representation. 
Together, the Sabbatical Team organised a referendum and the students voted in 
favour of the following changes:  
-replace the Student Representative Forum with an Online Forum called Student 
Ideas (http://www.essexstudent.com/ideas/). All ideas submitted by students will be 



referred to either the Executive Committee or the All Students Meeting 
-separate the VP Southend and Loughton into VP Southend and President(part-time) 
Loughton 
-separate the Mature and Part-Time Students Officer into Mature Students Officer 
and Part-Time Students Officer 
-separate the Postgraduate Students Officer into Postgraduate Taught Officer and 
Postgraduate Research Officer 
-allow the appointment of Student Trustees 
-increase the accountability of the Executive Committee to the Student Body 
 
Student-run Website 
I am currently putting together a team of students to create a better website for the 
Students’ Union. At the moment we are using an external company to run our 
website and we have budgeted £11,810 for this year to pay them. This is a large 
amount of money and I believe we should invest it into students if possible. 
 
Coaching qualification 
We are currently providing a small number of coaching qualifications for students 
involved in sport clubs. I am working closely with Ali Awil (VP Activities), SU Sports 
Manager and the University Staff to extend this to more students and we are also 
discussing the possibility to have a refereeing qualification. 


