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JOSH O’CONNOR - VP SERVICES & COMMUNICATIONS 

SU Platform 

Starting Thursday 15th October during the market we will set up a kit manned by a 
union officer for students to perform. This can be a political speech, poetry, singing, 
djing or whatever they wish. 

Safety Bus 

We have looked at a variety of ways to improve the safety bus service focusing on 
communication of service updates and the student experience. A safety bus twitter 
account has been created and the drivers will update it throughout the night 
communicating with the students. A simple bus stop will be put under the podia to 
signpost students to the service and make them feel safer whilst waiting. Future 
could see a GPS tracker on the buses and live map with the bus’s location. 

Drinking Fountains 

There are fountains in the student centre and will soon be some in the library. I am 
currently putting together a report to convince the university to put more across the 
other squares. The final aim is to have students regularly bringing a sports type bottle 
to campus and drinking more water. 

App 

The app has now gone live and we are going to build a separate section of our 
website specifically for the app. This will currently include SUReact, What’s On, Safety 
Bus information and Sports/Socs. We will be improving and expanding the content 
on this page over the year. 

Variety of Entertainment 

Already we have expanded the amount of live music being offered by the SU. We 
are running student djing nights in the SU Bar every other Friday and ‘Friday Night 
Live’ for student to perform live music in the SU Bar. SU Platform ties into this. 

EverythingEssex 

EverythingEssex has changed supplier for branded clothing meaning it is now easier 
to customise and order there. The quality of the clothing is of a very high standard 
but the retail team have worked very hard to keep the price down to match local 
competition. 
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Cine10 

The brand new cinema grade projector is installed and operating in Cine10 (it’s 
better than Odeon’s projectors, just saying). We are currently booking films for the 
rest of the term to give us more time to advertise what is going to be shown. 

First Bus 

I went to a meeting with First Bus in Chelmsford and managed to secure a Student 
All Essex Annual Bus Pass for just £500. This had previously cost students £995 so it’s a 
big win. 

Ethics & Environment Committee 

I’ve reworked the Students’ Union Ethics and Environment policy which will be 
discussed at the next E&E Committee. We are working with the university on their 
new sustainability project and have put together a focus group for green impact to 
look at areas in which the union can be more environmentally friendly. 

Barring Guidelines 

I’m looking at how barring from SU venues works and how we can make it better. 
I’ve worked with security and our venues team to put together guidelines for what 
kind of behaviour will result in a ban and how long that ban will be. The Licensee’s 
decision will always be final in this situation which brings us more in line with common 
practices in nightclubs and follows the legal side of managing licenced venues 
against the licencing objectives. We have also put a staff member in charge of the 
administration of venues which should mean communication of bans will improve. 

Parking 

This is a massive issue for many students has the number of students is increasing yet 
the car parks are not getting bigger. I’ve been working with the university to ensure 
that staff are parking in the multi block car park, leaving more student spaces 
available for students, and opening the contractor car park for students to use. This is 
an ongoing project with no quick fix so I will continue working on solutions and report 
back. 


