
 

 

SHOLA AKINYEMI - VP SOUTHEND & LOUGHTON 

SU ambassadors:  

The SU ambassadors have been doing a good job down here. They have been 

helping to promote several SU events and activities. They were also helpful in 

getting about 70 vital stats questionnaires out during the “vital stats buzz” we had 

here in Southend. We just inducted 6 new ambassadors and the number has 

increased from 7 to 13 now.  They are actively involved in planning some end of 

the term and end of the year events and activities which I would report later. 

Take me out event:  

This is the maiden event organized by the SU ambassadors and it was a ticketed 

event. The event was held in the lecture theatre on Thursday, 11th February 2016 

to mark the Valentine weekend. They were involved in planning, organizing and 

promoting the event themselves while the SU simply helped with back-office 

support like posters and room booking. We had 154 attendees, student 

performers and many positive feedbacks from the students. 

Extra Income:  

We made a resolution as a team to generate our own income and make sure all 

our events and activities are self-funded and self-sustaining. I approached the SU 

exec and we got take-off funds of £140 for the SU ambassador project. We 

deployed this in setting up the maiden event we had. We sold standard tickets 

for £3 and last minute tickets for £5. We generated a total income of £531, had a 

total expenditure of £212 and a net income of £319 which we have put aside to 

drive new events and projects. 

Graduation in Southend:  

A Southend student has put in an idea in the SU idea website titled - “Graduation 

in Southend”. The Idea was quite successful considering the number of votes and 

support it received from most students here. It also received a massive positive 

vote at the Executive level of the SU. We intend to make a final presentation on 

this to the University and we are developing a paper for this. Fingers crossed, 

graduation might be coming to Southend by 2017. 

New VP mentorship:  

One of my key manifesto agenda at the beginning of the year was Student 

engagement, after a thorough discussion with the new VP elect for Southend - 

Ernest. I realized he is willing to carry on with some of the projects I run currently, 

he is also one of the SU ambassadors and I have been having a one-on-one 

private catch-up with him to get him to know what I do and how I do it. I am 



 

doing this so that he can begin to get into the flow of things before he resumes 

fully. I’m sure he would have an amazing time in office! 

Chinese New Year:  

we had the Chinese New Year celebration here on the 4th of February in the SU 

lounge with a free buffet for every student that showed up. We had about 100 

students show up and the entire lounge was filled to the brim. We had a few 

performances by a couple of students and the Theatre acts society put together 

a performance for the evening which went quite well as well. 

Money week campaign:  

The SU-advice had the money week here and I was actively involved in 

promoting this to students. They gave out good tips on students could save more 

money, had a few competitions on and people won vouchers too. All this 

happened in the same week as the SU leadership race. It was quite successful 

and the feedback from most students was quite positive as well.  

New Society support in Loughton:  

A new society is about to take off in Loughton and it is called Actoring. I have 

had a catch-up with the key promoter of the Society to encourage them to get 

in the flow of things especially considering that people on that campus get a 

little discouraged with SU activities because of the nature of their course and 

schedule. We are at the final stage of getting them off the ground.  

 

 

 

 


