
 

 

ALI AWIL-VP STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

My Report: 

For the past couple of weeks I have been planning RAG events to 

encourage all students to get involved in fundraising and raise money for 

their chosen charities. This year I’m really pushing and promoting everyone to 

fundraise throughout the year and not just a week. Planning for RAG week 

was extremely fun and rewarding as we had a lot of student engagement 

which was good to see. The highlight of RAG week was when sports clubs 

and societies came out on to the squares with all their exciting fundraising 

ideas and put them to test. We also had an auction yourself for charity event 

in SU bar which went well. Due to the high interest for abseiling down towers 

from students, I have started promoting this as one of our main RAG events of 

the year. Students have been signing up already and we are pretty sure we 

will fill the spaces. The RAG abseil falls in the same week as sports relief and so 

I have started planning with sports clubs fundraising events that we can do 

within that week. During the last few weeks the main discussion regarding 

sport at Essex has been whether free sport can be sustained for the next 

couple years. After consulting members of sport clubs we found that some 

was for free sport and other were against it for many different reasons. So 

currently I’m going to meetings to discuss whether to keep sports free or find 

an alternative model that is financially sustainable. This term is a busy one for 

Essex Blades so at the moment I am working on ways to better promote 

fixtures and results in order to get the whole student body involved or 

supporting the teams. One way I’m planning to do this is a radio project I’m 

kicking off this term which will be a live podcast of upcoming fixtures, results 

and events. We will also have club execs come in and talk about how there 

club is doing and take any questions. One project that I’m still working on 

with the employability and careers centre is to form workshops that are 

tailored to societies in order to increase the employability of the members. 

I’m also working with VP Southend and Loughton to take RAG week and 

photo project down to the Southend campus. Finally other projects that I will 

be focusing on this term include derby day, awards, talent show and kicking 

off radio project. 

 


