
	  

ALI AWIL – VP STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

Fundraising 

• As you may already know I head on fundraising and this year my main 
goal is not just to raise more money than last year but to insure clubs , 
societies and any individuals are supported with fundraising ideas they 
may have. The first thing I realised was that all of the execs members of 
clubs/societies are provided with training at the beginning of the year 
except the fundraising officers. So I decided to organise training for 
them which involved finance training, discussing fundraising ideas and 
helping them pick charities they can help throughout the year. Overall 
the attendance and feedback was great and I will be holding regular 
meetings with them.  
 

• As a SU we picked the 3 charities we will be supporting. I want to 
fundraise all year long and so at the moment I’m planning 3 big events 
which will get the whole student body involved. Abseiling is one of 
them and we are in the process of finalising everything and as soon as 
we do I will be letting you all know. The other two events are not yet to 
be confirmed. Last week we had the photo project which went 
extremely well. This year I included that every photo brought £1 goes 
to RAG. Through this we raised £752 which will be put into the RAG 
account.  
 

• In the next month I’ll be working on providing a platform for the 
students to promote their fundraising event and helping them with SU 
marketing in advance. I will be working with the marketing team to 
form a RAG events page were you can use to put your upcoming 
events up for all to see. I will also be having 4 hours a week open office 
were anyone can drop pass and talk to me or alternatively you can 
email me to organise a meeting. RAG week will be on the 2nd week of 
the next term, I will be setting up a meeting for the clubs/societies and 
anyone who wants to be involved in this week soon. In this week we 
will still have the societies vs sports competition, however I am pushing 
collaboration this year and so clubs/societies will be paired up. 
 

Societies  

• One of main things I have been working on is improving employability 
of society members. I have been working closely with the employability 
and careers centre to make sure this happens. The university is putting 
a lot of work in this area and they have been supportive. We had a 
networking event for society’s president, careers centre, departmental 
staff, faculty convenors and course reps which went well and a lot of 



	  

people exchanged emails. At the moment with the ECS we are 
working on providing workshops that can be tailored to the societies.  
 

• I have been having regular meetings with the soc guild committee to 
track the progress of all the societies and ensure they are equipped to 
provide a great experience for their members. We also have been 
deciding on society of the week. Since the beginning of the term we 
have increased by over 20 new societies and so the society’s guild 
demand is also increasing. In the next month I will be working on 
making sure refreshers in January is as good as fresher’s fair. I will be 
pushing the collaboration of different societies, me the musical 
convenor and the arts convenor are planning an event which will 
involve showcasing the talent of these societies and getting them to 
work together. I will be meeting up with the university to discuss how 
they can help promote society events. I will also be holding clinics for 
societies to come see me if they have any issues or ideas they want to 
rise. In the next month I will also be promoting the benefits of 
volunteering to the societies and with the volunteer officer I will be 
encouraging societies to get involved in volunteering. The creative 
studios is a space which is not used a lot by societies this needs to 
change so again I will be there to push them to use it as it’s an 
extremely useful space.  

 

Sports  

• The best way to promote sport here at Essex is to recognize 
achievements. Athlete of the week is an ongoing process and we 
have been getting a lot of nominations. At the moment we five 
AOTWs. Some of the talent is amazing here at Essex. I will continue to 
ensure every student feels involved by promoting fixtures, events, 
match results, success of the clubs etc. With the women’s officer I will 
be working on encouraging and celebrating the female athletes and 
I’m planning on doing something during women’s week. 
 

• For the past two months the sports office have been having sports 
development meetings with the teams and they were very useful for 
the clubs. We will be having open office hours for clubs to come and 
express ideas or issues they may have which i can take to university 
meetings if needed. Since the sports satisfaction survey went out I have 
had a lot of positive feedback which I can work on to improve the 
experience of sports for you. The gym has been the topic of the last 
couple months and we are still working on it and we will be using your 
feedback. Just for a note of information the plans have gone ahead 



	  

to have a new sports centre ready for 2017 as we know for a lot of the 
clubs facilities has been an issue for them.  

Projects  

• Photo project has been really successful a lot of engagement from 
clubs/societies and over £700 was raised for RAG. 

• ILOVE TOUR deadline was end of the month and we have a total of 
310 students going this year mainly from clubs. Planning tour and 
ensuring it runs smoothly. 

• Pushing for gym to be open 24hours as after sports satisfaction survey 
went out a lot of students were complaining about the gym being full 
most of the time. 

• Winter fayre – Rae has been working hard on this event to be bigger 
and better than last year and 60 societies have signed up to take part. 

• RAG week 
• In a lot of planning meetings for big events such as derby day, awards 

night which is now split into three different ones(soc/sports/vteam) to 
make sure we deliver on them. 

• Ensure there is better use of SU venues for clubs and societies. 
• Planning for refreshers 
• Musical/Arts societies event. 
• Abseiling. 

 


