
                     

 
SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT STAFF LIAISON COMMITTEE 
CONFIRMED MINUTES 

28 November 2018 
 

Present: Dr Julie Lloyd (Chair), Dr Gareth Jones, Dr Brandon Reeder, Jeremiah Mushtaq 
(1st Year BCH), Callumn O’Byrne (1st Year BCH), Oskar Gardner (1st Year G), 
Boluwatife Adegola (1st Year BMS), Nardeen Anwar (1st Year BMS), James 
Gallagher (1st Year MB), Martyn Cunningham (2nd Year BCH), Prasanna 
Venkadesh (3rd Year BMS), Miss Anna Trafford, Mrs Denise Green, Mrs Olivia 
Pink, Miss Alexandra Chappell. Miss Hope Alexander  

 
Apologies: Prof Nelson Fernandez, Dr Tom Cameron and Courtney Mates (2nd Year BS) 
  
Minutes 
 
1/18 The minutes of the last meeting held on 20 March were approved as a correct record. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
2/18 Julie Lloyd confirmed that all actions had been considered and carried out. 
 
Library Facilities and Resources  
 
3/18 It was noted that some students struggle to find a quiet communal area to study and it was 

agreed that areas be publicised and circulated amongst students. Julie Lloyd also reminded 
those present that there was a part of the website which had live information about PC Lab 
availability; the link would also be circulated. 

 

          Action: AT 

 
 
Annual Review of Courses 
 
4/18 A brief overview and explanation of the draft Annual Review of Courses report was given. 

Student representatives were encouraged to read through the review and contact Anna Trafford if 
they had any comments. 

 
External Examiners Report 
 
5/18 Student representatives were invited to comment on the 2017-18 External Examiner reports for 

their course. No comments were offered but students were welcome to contact Anna Trafford 
with any further feedback. 

 
 
National Student Survey 
 
6/18  A brief overview and explanation of the NSS was given. The School was pleased to have received 

good comments overall, however there was a small drop in some results from last year. Action had 
been taken over Learning Resources, Learning Community and Student Voice. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
First Year Business 
 
7/18  Some Biochemistry students queried access to past MCQ Papers to revise from. Gareth Jones 

explained that MCQ revision sessions were normally timetabled at the end of term; practice 
questions should be made available on Moodle shortly.  Dr Louise Beard also will run an MCQ 
awareness and preparation session, this would be on student’s timetables as a BS141 session. 
Students were invited to email either their Module Supervisor or Anna Trafford if they had any more 
issues. 

 
8/18 Biochemistry students fed back that they were confused regarding what they would be assessed on 

in each module. It was explained that there are Learning Outcomes printed in Module Handbooks 
and that these should be publicised at the beginning of each lecture. If students were still 
concerned, they were encouraged to speak to the lecturer.  

 
9/18 Biochemistry students raised some concerns over the speed at which some lecturers teach with 

some students finding it too slow paced for them. It was explained that students in the first year all 
have different levels of knowledge so it is important that lecturers go at a pace that can be 
understood by everyone. Students were encouraged to contact their tutors if they felt they were not 
being challenged.  

 
10/18 Concerns were raised about what the Students’ Union spent their budget on, with issues being 

voiced about not understanding where the money was going. Students were invited to visit the SU 
Reception desk to find out more information. 

 
11/18 It was noted that students have been struggling with Statistics. Alexandra Chappell encouraged 

students to visit the Talent Development Centre as they offer a range of maths support both online 
and in term time at a help desk https://www1.essex.ac.uk/students/study-resources/tdc/maths/ . 
They were also told to tell their lecturers if they did not understand. Dr Cameron and Dr Marco 
would be pleased to receive feedback on how to improve these sessions and to ensure they were 
pitched at an appropriate level.  

 
12/18 There were concerns over some students not understanding Excel; it was suggested that students 

cover Excel in BS141. One rep suggested dedicating time towards gaining the ECDL qualification. It 
was agreed that Julie Lloyd would look into these ideas and a survey would be sent out.  

 

 Action: JCL; Dave Rush (TDC) and IC to develop a plan 

 
13/18 Some students had been experiencing technical issues with the EVS clickers and found them 

quite unreliable. Suggestions were put forward regarding use of a mobile app however Julie 
Lloyd informed the students that this was very expensive. It was reported that some issues come 
from the software rather than the EVS clickers. 

 
Second Year Business 
 
14/18 A second year Biological Sciences student reported that some students wanted  deadlines to be 

set at 12am or 12pm. Julie Lloyd put forward deadline times of 5pm on a Sunday and a 
Wednesday. It was agreed a poll would be put out to students. Students were positive about the 
spread of deadlines this year.   

 

 Action: JCL 

 
15/18 There was confusion raised over a 6 hour block of timetabling for some second years.. This 

would have been due to a one off clash or unavoidable circumstances and was unusual. It was 
then discussed and agreed that most students preferred lectures to be done in 2 hour blocks with 

https://www1.essex.ac.uk/students/study-resources/tdc/maths/


short breaks in between. The School was generally not in favour of this approach and had to be 
careful of the impact on Listen Again recordings.  

 
16/18 There was a call for more support classes, however there was no specification on what modules 

this was for. The relevant rep was asked to contact Anna Trafford with more information.  
 
17/18 Some second year students found they wanted more ice breakers at the start of Year 2. 

Alexandra Chappell publicised the Biological Sciences Christmas Party; more information could 
be found on the Biological Sciences Society webpage. 

 
18/18 Some students requested more text on slides with diagrams or graphs on to give a bit more 

information. Gareth Jones suggested staff could use the notes section on the presentation so as 
not to clutter the actual slides; the students agreed this was a good idea. Julie Lloyd encouraged 
students to feedback via the SAMT and agreed to bring this forward to the relevant academic 
staff. 

 

 Action: JCL 

 
Third Year Business 
 
19/18 Hope Alexander met with some third years prior to the meeting and brought forward some of their 

feedback. Part of this feedback was that some students wanted BS831/2 Employability Skills to 
be brought forward as a lot of deadlines for UCAS applications and Graduate Jobs fell in 
November. They also requested more emphasis to be put on application questions rather than 
personal statements as they believed personal statements weren’t as popular on job applications 
now. It was suggested that two workshops were run throughout the year; one in Autumn Term 
and one in Spring Term.  

 
20/18 It was noted that Brandon Reeder received positive feedback from the BS314 students, with them 

reporting he was brilliant at informing them and keeping the students focused. 
 
21/18 Student representatives reported an issue with accessing the mid-term module feedback rep 

allocation spreadsheet .They were asked to contact Hope Alexander with any issues. 
 
Election of SSLC Co-Chair 
 
22/18 A student rep was required to be elected for the opportunity to be the SSLC Co-Chair. Alexander 

Hope explained that the Students’ Union offered training sessions in subjects such as chairing a 
meeting and that this would be a good skill to have on a CV. Anna Trafford would send out a 
nominations poll.  

 

 Action: AT 

 
Election of Student Rep to attend Degree Course Team Meetings  
 
23/18 A student rep was required to be elected for the opportunity to attend Degree Course Team 

Meetings. Anna Trafford would send out a nominations poll.  
 

 Action: AT 

 
 
SSLC 2017-18 Feedback 
 
24/18 Student representatives were invited to comment on the 2017-18 Feedback document which had 

been written in response to SSLC and NSS feedback  No comments were offered but students 
were welcome to contact Anna Trafford with any further feedback. 

 



 
 
Any Other Business 
 
25/18 It was noted that some students felt there were not enough employers at the employability fairs. 

Julie Lloyd agreed to forward on the concerns to Nick Goodman, the Senior Faculty Employability 
Manager. She would also talk to the School’s Advisory Board.  

 

 Action: JCL 

 
Next meeting 
 
26/18 The date and time of the next meeting would be publicised next term.  


