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‘SOCIETY OF THE YEAR’ AWARD 2025/26


	Name of Society
	

	Name and Executive Position of Applicant
	



The Society of the Year award recognizes a society that goes above and beyond in its development, member experience, and impact. It is awarded to a Society that has consistently been active at the highest level and given their members not just a community but an experience through its events, genuine friendships, and unmatched atmosphere within itself.
How to Apply:
· Clearly explain how your society meets the award criteria.
· Provide concise and verifiable evidence (examples, documents, data, etc.). You may attach additional sheets or submit a portfolio if needed.
· Stick to the word limits in each section - extra content beyond the limit will not be considered. Bullet points are recommended.
Deadline: Monday 30th March 2026 at 12:00 PM
Eligibility: Activities from Summer Term 2025 – Spring Term 2026 will be considered.
Please email this application to susocs@essex.ac.uk with the subject title “*Society Name* Application for Society of the Year Award – Student Activities Awards 2025/26”



	Structure and Organisation

	Explain the structure of your society committee and the role each exec member plays. (Max 250 words)

	

	Explain what leadership roles and systems your society has to ensure the smooth operation and sustainability of the society. (Max 250 words)

	

	In the section below include at least TWO pieces of evidence to support your organisational structure and process.

	

	High-Quality Membership

	Explain how you engage with, support, and invest in members, include details on events, as well as social and funding opportunities available to members. (Max 500 words)

	

	Include at least TWO pieces of evidence to support the quality of your membership. This can include screenshots of member feedback, promotional materials of opportunities for members, or pictures from events mentioned.

	





	Inclusivity

	Explain the steps your society has taken to ensure activities are accessible and inclusive. (Max 500 words)

	

	Provide at least TWO pieces of evidence to support the measures taken to ensure accessibility.

	





	Communication

	Explain the methods your society uses to communicate with members, non-members, and SU staff, and elaborate on how these methods have contributed to your success. (Max 500 words)

	

	Include at least TWO pieces of evidence supporting your communication methods.

	



	Collaborations

	Explain what events or activities you have organised with other SU Societies, Clubs, or University groups. Further elaborate on any ways your society has supported any SU or university campaigns. (Max 500 words)

	

	Provide at least TWO pieces of evidence demonstrating these collaborations or support for campaigns. This can include screenshots of social media materials, conversations with partner groups, or pictures from collaborations.

	





	External Involvement

	Explain how your society has engaged with the local community or other external groups. (Max 500 words)

	

	Provide at least TWO pieces of evidence of this engagement. This can include pictures from activities or communication with external partners.

	





	Development

	Explain how your society has grown or improved over the past year, such as through membership, new initiatives, branding, level of activeness, etc. (Max 250 words)

	

	What challenges has your society faced, and how did your society overcome them? (Max 250 words)

	

	In each of the sections below provide at least TWO pieces of evidence for your society’s improvement or the challenges faced. 

	Improvement:
	Overcoming Challenges:

	
	





	 Impact

	Explain what long-term impact the Society has ensured through its events, sense of belonging, or any other factor you feel makes your Society stand out. (Max 500 words)

	

	Give at least TWO pieces of evidence of member testimony about how the Society has enhanced their University Experience this year.

	






Reminder:
The panel will look for clear evidence that your society has significantly exceeded expectations in all areas.
Review your application carefully to ensure all necessary information and evidence are included, as no changes can be made after the deadline. 

If you submit pictures and consent to their use at the Societies Awards, please tick the box. ☐


Applicant’s Signature ………………………….….       			Date ………………………..

Co-Signature ………………………………………	                                   Date ………………………...


Once completed, please email this application to susocs@essex.ac.uk with the subject title “*Society Name* Application for the Society of the Year Award – Student Activities Awards 2025/26”
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