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UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX SPORTS AWARDS 2026
CLUB OF THE YEAR AWARD 

NOMINATION FORM (CLUB SELF-NOMINATION)

(To be returned by email to blades@essex.ac.uk and vpactivities@essex.ac.uk by 12:00 Monday 23rd March 2026)
The Club of the Year award aims to reward the club that has offered the best service to its members, contributed to the development and promotion of sport at Essex and that has made significant improvement on their status the preceding year.
Criteria
The award will be assessed based on service to members, overall organisation, and measurable improvement. All evidence submitted should relate to activities and achievements from the start of the academic year (September 2025) to the present.
Clubs are expected to demonstrate tangible impact. Rather than general statements such as “activities were really good,” submissions should highlight specific outcomes using quantitative data, feedback, examples, photos, screenshots, or anecdotes to illustrate the club’s achievements and improvements.
This award recognises the all-round success of a sports club. Successful clubs will provide evidence of achievements in:
· Competitions: e.g., outstanding performances in leagues, tournaments and any competitions that have been entered. 
· Development: e.g., establishing links with local sports clubs, volunteering, or community engagement. 
· Equality, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI): e.g., actively promoting inclusivity and participation across all levels
Eligibility
Club Committee members must have completed all mandatory training and not received any disciplinary citations during the year.
Clubs that do not participate in formal competitions will not be disadvantaged, as the panel will also consider enhancements to the general running and development of the club.
Note: Please confine your response to the space provided below and certainly no more than 300 words per section. 
You may submit additional information (e.g., newspaper cuttings, pages from your web site, results tables etc.) to support your application if you so wish. 
Please note that this award is scored against 9 criteria with each criterion receiving a maximum mark of 5.

	NOMINEE INFORMATION   

	SPORT CLUB:
	

	ACTIVE MEMBERSHIPS:
	








1. PERFORMANCE OF THE WHOLE CLUB 
Provide details of all club performance activities, including BUCS competitions, local leagues, competitions, and tournaments. Include rankings, number of competitors, and other relevant metrics to demonstrate the overall sporting performance of the club. (Max 300 words)






2. STRUCTURE & COMMITMENT 
Describe the training schedules, coaching provision, and levels of commitment expected from members. Include how the club maintains consistency, discipline, and engagement across all levels.  (Max 300 words)






3. SERVICE TO MEMBERS 
Outline the additional opportunities and activities offered to members, such as social events, internal club competitions, trips, and tours. Highlight how these activities enhance the overall member experience. (Max 300 words)






4. CATER FOR ALL ABILITIES
Explain how the club accommodates members of all skill levels and abilities, ensuring that every participant can engage meaningfully and develop within the club environment. (Max 300 words)







5. COMMUNICATION & PUBLICITY
Detail the communication channels and publicity achieved by the club, including websites, social media, newsletters, or other platforms. Provide links or copies of relevant pages where possible. Explain how the club ensures members are informed and engaged. (Max 300 words)






6. SUPPORT OF INTERNAL EVENTS – 
Describe how the club has actively supported internal and non-sporting events, such as those organised by the Students Union, The University and/or Essex Sport. Examples may include Student Volunteering Week, Community Markert, delivering workshops. (Max 300 words)






7. IMPROVEMENT 
Provide evidence of improvements made compared to the previous year, whether in club structure, performance, membership engagement, or overall organisation. (Max 300 words)






8. VOLUNTEERING & FUNDRAISING 
Highlight volunteering initiatives and fundraising activities the club has participated in during the year, including impact and outcomes where possible. (Max 300 words)







9. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (Please provide any additional information here, but please confine this to one side of A4 only)






	SIGNED:
	

	DATE:
	

	COMMITTEE POSITION/TITTLE:
	




FOR SPORTS AWARD PANEL GROUP USE ONLY
This application is to be submitted to blades@essex.ac.uk and vpactivities@essex.ac.uk who will verify the details and forward the application to the Sports Awards Panel Group for approval, whose decision is FINAL.
FORMS SUBMITTED AFTER 12:00 Monday 23rd March 2026 WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.
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