
[VP Education stood in front of the Silberrad building on campus]  

Hi my names Mark and I’m the Vice President for Education at the University of Essex 

Students’ Union, and I’m here today to talk to you about what education is going to 

look like at the start of the academic year.  

[Cut to black slide reading “Is campus safe”?]  

[VP Education sat in SU corridor]  

So a question we’ve got a lot of is, “is campus safe”, and I was to reassure you that 

the University’s number one priority is the health and safety of students. Now this 

means that there’s plans in place, and should it become necessary the University will 

move all learning online. All students will be receiving two face masks and there is a 

one way system around campus, as well as multiple points where you can refresh 

you hand sanitiser and stay safe.  

[Cut to black slide reading “What will studying look like?”]  

[VP Education stood in front of the Silberrad building on campus]  

A lot of questions we’ve got are around how education will look next year at Essex. 

Now normally the university is what’s called a campus based university, which 

means there is a lot of face to face tuition provided by academics. Due to the 

nature of the pandemic, face to face teaching will be limited next year and so what 

will happen is something called blended learning. Blended learning in affect means, 

there will be a mixture of smaller face to face classes mixed in with online lectures 

and other online learning activities. The amount of face to face teaching you get 

will depend on your course and your department, and certain parts of your course if 

undeliverable, whether because or safety or whether it is ineffective to teach from 

afar will be delayed until it is safe and effective to teach.  

[Cut to black slide reading “Are students guaranteed quality?”]  

[VP Education sat in the secret garden]  

So a big question students have is “are they guaranteed quality?” and the university 

wants me to stress that the educators at Essex are experts in their field, and these 

academics have been supported by the technology enhanced learning team, to 

create effective and engaging learning, for all students, whether that be online, or 

your smaller in person classes.  

[Cut to black slide reading “Are students guaranteed face to face teaching”]  

[VP Education stood in front of the Silberrad building on campus]  

So a lot of students want to know if they are guaranteed face to face tuition next 

year, now the current plan pandemic allowing, is for all students to receive some 

form of face to face tuition this coming academic year. The amount of which will 

depend on your course and your department.  

[Cut to black slide reading “What about the library?”]  

[VP Education stood outside of the library, next to 24/7 opening hours sign]  



The library is one of my personal favourite parts to the University of Essex, and so it’s 

great that they have started a click and collect service and they hope that they will 

be able to have this same day by the time term starts. In addition they are aiming for 

100% of essential reading to be available online, and if you want more information 

there is a chat service available 9-5 from Monday to Friday, for more information go 

to library.essex.ac.uk   

[Cut to black slide reading “Advice to International Students”]  

[VP Education stood in the secret garden]  

So in advice to international students the university wants to stress that if you can’t 

join us for whatever reason, all delivery will be available to you online. In addition if 

you are coming from abroad and you need to self isolate for two weeks, the 

university will provide university accommodation free of charge for two weeks if you 

book university accommodation. If you can’t get to campus and you’ve booked 

accommodation, in the university then you wont be charged for this. The key thing is 

the university wants me to stress that if you can come to campus, please do.  

[Cut to black slide reading “learning from home”]  

[VP Education sat in a bedroom study area]  

We’re here to support you, learning online next year, this will mean you’ll be learning 

from home or your room and it is key that you have a good learning environment, 

and part of this is noise. So, if you get a chance to talk to your housemates and room 

mates about keeping noise to a minimum. Now you learning environment if you’re 

on, on campus accommodation, will be provided by the university, and the 

university will also be providing tips and tools and guides on how you can learn best 

online. A lot of these will be hosted on moodle, but some will be run by workshops 

that will be run by zoom and will cover things like how to use zoom, and how to use 

moodle effectively to learn.  

[Cut to black slide reading “SU Reps”]  

[VP Education walking around Sub-Zero entrance]  

There are over 350 student reps to represent you and your student academic 

interests to the university. They are hard working and they are dedicated, and if that 

sounds like you then consider applying and joining them today.  

[VP Education sat outside the Silberrad building on campus]  

We at the students union are really looking forward to meeting you and welcoming 

you to the Essex family, if you can’t wait until October then contact details for us can 

be found below, but until we see you, goodbye.  

[VP Education waves goodbye]  

 


